SOUTH CAROLINA STUDIES


Unit 1; Day 2
THEME = SOUTH CAROLINA STATEWIDE OVERVIEW        ENGLISH AND LANGUAGE ARTS

LESSON TITLE: Write Journal Entry to Parallel Washington’s Trip
OBJECTIVES: Students will be able to describe a journey in written diary format.
PRIMARY STANDARDS ADDRESSED: Language Arts 8th – W1.6;  W3.2 
PRIOR SKILLS REQUIRED: ability to express experiences in diary format
TEACHER BACKGROUND INFO: SC MAPS Teaching Manual, pages 1-19 to 1-28  

LOGISTICS: 1 @ 50-minute class – teacher-led discussion, writing – students work individually
MATERIALS:  copies (one per pair) of “Diary of the First Presidential Visit to the Palmetto State” (pages 1-20 to 1-28 in the SC MAPS Teaching Manual); dictionaries 
PROCEDURES:

   1. Ask students how many of them have visited any of the places that George Washington reported visiting during his first presidential visit to South Carolina.  Mention that although they probably didn’t meet any famous people – although some might have - , they probably met some other people who were interesting in their own way.  Discuss with students how writing in a diary is different than other kinds of writing, and tell them that “standard English” is not required in this assignment, as long as they communicate their thoughts effectively.
   2. Tell students to select any two consecutive days from George Washington’s diary, re-read them carefully, and then pretend that they had gone to exactly the same places over summer vacation.  Instruct them to write a diary entry covering those two days so that they picture themselves doing basically the same types of things and attending the same types of events that President Washington wrote about over two hundred years ago.  Be sure students think about their ‘trip’ before they start writing.  Tell them to be sure to replace Washington’s outdated references with their own modern counterparts; for example, Washington rode on a horse – most students would arrive at their destination in a car.
   3. Have selected students read their diary entries to the rest of the class.  Review with the class how these writings fit the definition of a ‘diary’ and why it is that most people want to keep their diary entries confidential.  Ask the class why they think Washington’s diary was published and whether or not they think he would have wanted it published.
SAMPLE CULMINATING ASSESSMENT:   
   - Take the following declarative sentence and re-write it as it might appear in a traveler’s diary. 
   
“On September 30, I got up early, ate breakfast, and rode my bicycle over to my friend Chris’ house so we could pack our things to go fishing that morning in Miller’s Pond.” 

SOUTH CAROLINA STUDIES


Unit 1; Day 2
THEME = SOUTH CAROLINA STATEWIDE OVERVIEW        ENGLISH AND LANGUAGE ARTS

TEACHER  ANSWER  KEY
LESSON TITLE: Write Journal Entry to Parallel Washington’s Trip
1. . . . .  Discuss with students how writing in a diary is different than other kinds of writing . . . .
    Answers may vary.  Many types of writing are designed to be shared with others, to entertain them, to persuade them, to enlighten them, etc.  A diary is written expressly for one’s own self.  It is an opportunity to jot down reflections about what a person is doing so they can re-live those experiences later.  Most diaries are not meant to be shared. 
2. Tell students to select any two consecutive days from George Washington’s diary, . . . .  Tell them to be sure to replace Washington’s outdated references with their own modern counterparts; for example, Washington rode on a horse – most students would arrive at their destination in a car.

    Answers may vary.  Here is a short example of what could be written:

WASHINGTON’S DIARY, - Wednesday, April 27, 1791


. . . crossed the boundary line between Nor. & South Carolina abt. half after 12 o’clock . . . dined at a private house (one Cochran’s) about 2 miles farther – and lodged at Mr. Vareen’s 14 miles more and 2 miles short of the long bay.  To this house we were directed as a Tavern, but the proprietor of it either did not keep one, or would not acknowledge it – we therefore were entertained (& very kindly) without being able to make compensation.

STUDENT’S DIARY – Wednesday, April 27, 2004


. . . drove across the state border in early afternoon, stopped for dinner at a fancy restaurant named Cochran’s just across the line – spent the night at the “Snooze-Inn” motel.  Turns out the owner knew my father’s boss so he didn’t charge us anything to stay there – kept us up half the night telling us ghost stories of the coast around Myrtle Beach. 
   3. . . . .  Review with the class how these writings fit the definition of a ‘diary’ and why it is that most people want to keep their diary entries confidential.  

    Answers may vary.  A diary includes personal reflections, so comments like “kept us up half the night” might not be something you would want to share with the general public.  A diary might also include highly personal comments on events that you would not want others to know about.  For example “I went swimming in the waves with some kids I met at Myrtle Beach.  I wasn’t as good a swimmer as they were and I was scared to death when we went out so far, especially when I couldn’t touch the bottom.  When I got back to shore, I was shaking so much I almost threw up.” 
Ask the class why they think Washington’s diary was published and whether or not they think he would have wanted it published.

    Answers may vary.  Washington’s Diary was published after his death, and only because he was a famous public figure.  Most people’s diaries are never published.  We can’t know for sure, but probably Washington never expected or wanted his Diary to be read by others.  Historians and others who study the lives of famous people use diary entries to try and understand the motivations behind the actions and decisions of famous people, especially presidents. 
SAMPLE CULMINATING ASSESSMENT:   

   - Take the following declarative sentence and re-write it as it might appear in a traveler’s diary. 
   
“On September 30, I got up early, ate breakfast, and rode my bicycle over to my friend Chris’ house so we could pack our things to go fishing that morning in Miller’s Pond.”  
    Answers may vary.  One example: “Sept. 30; got up really, really early, shoveled down breakfast, and got over to Chris’ house as fast as I could so we could pack our gear and head out for some good fishing down at Miller’s Pond before all the big ones got away.”
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