SOUTH CAROLINA STUDIES


Unit 1; Day 5
THEME = SOUTH CAROLINA STATEWIDE OVERVIEW        ENGLISH AND LANGUAGE ARTS

LESSON TITLE: How Do Places Get Their Names?
OBJECTIVES: Students will be able to make connections between the names of towns and local features.
PRIMARY STANDARDS ADDRESSED: Language Arts 8th – R3.5;  W2.1;  C1.4 
PRIOR SKILLS REQUIRED: ability to infer reasoning behind naming of things
TEACHER BACKGROUND INFO: SC MAPS Teaching Manual, pages 1-16 to 1-17
LOGISTICS: 1 @ 50-minute class – student reading followed by writing task – students work individually
MATERIALS:  several @ South Carolina State Highway Maps for student reference;  individual copies of stories “How Kingstree Got Its Name” (SC MAPS Teaching Manual pg. 1-17) and “Table Rock Legend” (SC MAPS Teaching Manual pg. 2A-2);  27 ‘Place Name’ cards (9 sets of 3)
PROCEDURES:

   1. Ask students how their school got its name.  After discussion, if students don’t know, tell them the story.  Finish by telling students that every town in the state, every mountain, every stream, and every street has a name that was given to it by someone.  Some of these names are obvious (Second Street; Little Mountain) but others have meanings that are not common knowledge (Two Notch Road, Folly Beach).
   2. Have students read the story “How Kingstree Got Its Name,” either silently or out loud, and discuss whether or not they believe this is a true story.  Now have students read the story “Table Rock Legend” and discuss whether this is a true story.  Discuss ways of telling whether a story is factual or fantasy.  Tell students they will each be given a card with the name of a geographic place on one side and some instructions on the other.  Two of the cards ask students to ‘make up’ a creative short story about the name.  The third card has a true explanation of the name which the student can turn into a short story.
   3. Hand out a card to each student.  Be sure that every geographic name used has three (or at least two) of its cards handed out to different students (and that one of them is the ‘factual’ card).  Tell students to locate their geographic place on one of the South Carolina maps placed around the room to get a sense of where it is located and then write a short story (following the instructions on the back of the card) about how that place was named (short story should be between 75 and 150 words in length).
   4. Pick one geographic place name card at random and call the two or three students with that card to the front of the classroom.  Have each student read their short story about the naming of that place, then have the rest of the class vote on which story they think is actually true (the student with the ‘factual’ card should have written the ‘true’ story).  Write down the percentage of the class that guessed the correct answer for that particular place.  Repeat with other geographic place names until all students have read their stories or time has run out.  Calculate the ‘correct guessing percentage’ of the class by averaging the ‘percentage correct’ numbers from all of the place name readings. 
   5. Discuss the importance of naming places as monuments to commemorate famous people and events.  
SAMPLE CULMINATING ASSESSMENT:   
   - Give students the following explanation for the naming of “Stinking Creek” and ask them to decide whether they think it is a true story or whether it was ‘made up’; and then explain their reasoning. 
   “A long time ago, during an unusually harsh winter, many of the animals belonging to the local settlers and farmers along Sugar Creek, with little or no shelter, froze to death.  Without the bull dozers and backhoes we have at our disposal today to bury the animals, the farmers were faced with the problem of what to do with hundreds of frozen carcasses.  One farmer had an ingenious idea.  He dragged his frozen animals to the banks of Sugar Creek saying.  "This spring, when the creek rises, all of these here dead animals will just float on down stream...” Unfortunately, the animals sank instead of floating and the decaying meat made the water stink for years (so the name was changed to Stinking Creek).” 
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STUDENT  WORK  SHEET

LESSON TITLE: How Do Places Get Their Names?

Cut out the ten sets of place name cards and distribute one card per student.  FRONT SIDE OF CARDS
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BACK SIDES OF PLACE NAME CARDS
Cut out the ten sets of place name cards and distribute one card per student.
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TEACHER  ANSWER  KEY
LESSON TITLE: How Do Places Get Their Names?
1. Ask students how their school got its name . . . .
    Answers may vary.  Be sure you can explain the origin of the name of your school before teaching this lesson.  If you don’t know it, contact the School Principal or the District Office to find out. 
2. Have students read the story “How Kingstree Got Its Name,” and “Table Rock Legend” and discuss . . . 

    The Kingstree story is presumed true; the Table Rock story is fantasy.  Usually, the more reasonable explanations are the true ones, but this is not always the case.  A few South Carolina names, such as Frog Level (the original name of Prosperity in Newberry County) have rather outrageous origins (see Additional Background Resources).  In writing the short story, the focus is not necessarily on the ‘correct’ answer, but on creativity and the ability to reason through a question and come up with a plausible response.
3. Hand out a card to each student . . . .
    Ideally, three students will be assigned to each ‘geographic place card’.  If the number of students in your class is not divisible by three evenly, then some ‘place cards’ will only have two students writing stories about them.  If only two students are writing about a particular place, be sure one of them gets the ‘factual’ card. Be sure students do not let other students see the back of their card and make sure students work independently.
   Any kind of South Carolina map can be used as reference as long as it shows the towns and other places that are referenced by the ‘place cards’.  These maps should be hung on the wall (or tacked up on tackboard) or spread out on tables.
4. Pick one geographic place name card and call the two or three students with that card to the front of the classroom to read their short story about the naming of that place, then have the rest of the class vote on which story they think is actually true  

    After all three students have read their short story about the same place, have the rest of the class vote, by show of hands, how many think the first story is the real one, how many think the second story is real, and how many think the third story is real.  Record these numbers and then ask the student with the ‘true’ story to raise their hand.  Repeat with as many place names as you have time for.  In between presentations, as appropriate, discuss what literary elements make a story believable versus what elements indicate fantasy.
   Calculate the ‘class average’ of correct votes by adding up the number of ‘correct’ votes for each place name and dividing by the total number of place names that were presented orally by students. 
   5. Discuss the importance of naming places as monuments to commemorate famous people and events.

    Use as many examples from your school community as possible (especially streets, buildings, bridges, interchanges, etc.) 
SAMPLE CULMINATING ASSESSMENT:   

   - Give students the following explanation for the naming of “Stinking Creek” and ask them to decide whether they think it is a true story or whether it was ‘made up’; and then explain their reasoning.

    This story is a legend paraphrased from a web site <http://www.blackpinecabinrental.com/about_stinking_creek.htm> about Stinking Creek in East Tennessee – but there is also a Stinking Creek in the Midlands of South Carolina.  The legend, as written, is  probably not true, but it may have some marginal basis in fact (as many legends do).  It doesn’t matter whether the student identifies the story as fact or fiction as long as their reasoning makes sense and their writing conveys their meaning effectively.
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ADDITIONAL BACKGROUND RESOURCES
LESSON TITLE: How Do Places Get Their Names?

Excerpts from an article from “Sandlapper Magazine” http://www.sandlapper.org/neuf2.htm
	Sandlapper 
The Magazine of South Carolina 

	®


	


Place Names in South Carolina - Both Sides of the Congaree
by Irene LaBorde Neuffer
The Congaree River, from Indian words appropriately (considering its shallowness) meaning "Scraping Bottom," is the divider of the state midlands. Other Indian-named streams in the area include the Saluda, meaning "Corn River" (good bottom land for growing corn); Wateree, meaning "rough water" or "rushing stream"; and Catawba for "caved-in river banks" - this last one pronounced Kuh-TAW-buh.
Excepting the two-countied Irmo area, the Congaree is the dividing line between Richland and Lexington counties. Richland was the colonial name for the Taylor family plantation, which was laid out in the late 1700s (three miles east-west by three miles north-south) to establish the midland's state capital city. The present Lexington County in colonial times was called Saxe-Gotha for the homeland of one of King George's daughters-in-law, and the closer-to-Richland area between the Saluda and Broad rivers was called Dutch Fork for the Deutsch (Germans) who settled there - accounting for the many German-named folk still present among my friends across the river.
In pre-Columbia times, the Friday family operated a ferry across the Congaree River right about where Columbia is now on the east side. The story goes that 20 miles down the river where Swansea is now located an old German ran a store. Travelers on the Catawba Path would stop for respite and ask him, "How many miles to Friday's Ferry?" and in broken English he'd respond, "How many mile? Zvanzig!" (the German word for 20) - hence the present name, via folk etymology, for the town of Swansea. However, various other stories tell us it's from settlers coming from the Welsh village of Swansea. Or an early midlands settler built a pond in which he placed two swans, hence the name Swan Sea. No research has located any Welsh settlers there in colonial times or records of a "swan sea" builder. That there was a German storekeeper on the Catawba Path in those years lends preference to the mispronunciation explanation.
Down the road a bit are the Scandinavian-named towns of Norway, Sweden, Denmark and Finland, lending credence to the too-often inaccurate explanation that they were named by settlers from northern Europe. Actually, during the mid-19th-Century building of railroads throughout the state, the station and now town on the line was named for a railroad official, Mr. Denmark. Other settlements nearby took the three other Scandinavian names "just to be agreeable."
Platt Springs, Lightwood Knot Spring and Cohee's Shoals are among the delightfully described watering places in O.B. Mayer's Dutch Fork fiction, as recorded in Prof. Jim Kibler's article in Names in South Carolina, Vol. XXVIII. 
A less pleasantly named stream is Stinking Creek, with attempts to change much opposed by history buffs. Stinking Creek's name is of occupational origin: Early settlers who made a living skinning and curing animal hides effectively soaked them in a cove of this stream. Though the cove site occupation is there no more, the smelly title survives.

Farther west of Lexington is the Dutch Fork area of Newberry County, including several rare names. From the mid-1830s until 1873 the now properly named town of Prosperity (titled from an early church name) was the post office of Frog Level, with the first postmaster being David Kibler, forebear of our NSC contributor Jim Kibler. Varied stories attempt to explain the name, but our favorite is of the depressed farmer who bottlely tried to forget his crops ruined by flooding spring rains. He rode his mule across the too-wetness, drinking as he rode. When the jug was empty, he and the jug rolled off the mule's back into a ditch. When he came to, it was raining again and a big bullfrog was croaking on the edge of the ditch above him. Sobbing, the farmer expressed his shame: "I've been low in my time, but this is the first time I've been below frog level." He straightened up, took the pledge, and thereafter (until 1873) the town was named Frog Level.
Dr. James C. Kinard, former president of Newberry College, wrote the NSC article on several of these variegated names, including Jalapa, named by members of the Palmetto Regiment returning from the Mexican War. They camped in this Newberry area and, so the story goes, the pleasantness of the spot reminded the men of the Mexican town of Jalapa. So they gave that name to the South Carolina community; we pronounce it with the "J" sound of Ja-LAP-uh rather than the Mexican Hu-LAH-puh.
Across the street from Richland Mall and a bit north of the commercial area is the residential section called Quinine Hill (take your pick between pronouncing it QUI-nine and QUINN-ine). The late Sen. Jim Hammond early owned this land and wrote several stories of name origins in the area for our journal. A spring thereby reputedly had a quinine taste, from which regular consumption coped with malaria. Actually, the city dwellers down in the Congaree River valley during the summer mosquito months often took refuge "in the hill" where the biters were less plentiful.
Going farther east, take a left turn onto North Trenholm Road to head out toward my neck of the woods. As Dean Francis Bradley noted in his early NSC articles on Columbia area streets, Trenholm, treasurer of the Confederacy, had his home on this now much-traveled thoroughfare through the residential area developed since World War II. Though real estate developers sometimes resort to absurd duplications (at last count there were more than 55 Pine Something or Something Pine streets in the Greater Columbia area), there are enough name stories out here to fill a separate book.

There's a bit of smug know-better felling I have when some of the newcomers out here see all the trees down both sides of the lengthy Sylvan Drive and incorrectly call it SILL-vun Drive. It's named for the Sylvan (SILL-VAN) family, longtime jewelers in Columbia.
Naturally, Satchel Ford Road School is one of my favorite place names, since my children went to school there and a host of other mothers and I had a famous baseball game (The Cool Cats vs. The Country Squares) to raise money to build the second baseball field (still appropriately named The Ann Hampton Field, for Satchel Ford Road School's first and favorite principal).
The name Satchel Ford goes back to the last century. A fellow living out here in the country would trudge back from town with his food and varied supplies in a satchel. He'd walk alongside the stream just to the east of the present schoolyard until he came to a place narrow enough and shallow enough for him to ford (cross) the stream without getting his satchel wet. Hence the present name of the road thereby and so, too, the school.
Up the road, Sadie Kelly suspects I'm trying to change the name of her town of Blythewood back to its earlier titled Doko (the possible railroad reference to "watering place for the iron horse"). That's where my favorite America's worst poet, J. Gordon Coogler, was born to pen much more than his most famous couplet: "Alas for the South! Her books have grown fewer/ She never was much given to literature." Only such unique souls as Claude and I would have published Coogler's complete works in 1974 - which resulted in Coogler clubs being established from Seattle to Miami.

And out my way is the Gillespie family, whose forebears were well-known cock fighters credited with giving Revolutionary Gen. Thomas Sumter the nickname The Gamecock. He was highly praised as being "one of the Blue Hen's chickens" so that his namesake, the town of Sumter, is appropriately called The Gamecock City.
Since I didn't even get into such gems as Blaney and Elgin, Shivar Spring, Castine Drive (for another favorite school principal), Pin Cushion, Three-Dog Road, Poinsett Park and several thousand others, the Sandlapper boss said I could come back another year. If you're too curious to wait, look 'em up in the fully indexed Names in South Carolina in the reference room of any public library over the state (and even a few other full-setter libraries from New York to Chicago to San Francisco).
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FACT


Long, narrow piece of land between two rivers called ‘neck’. Was owned by early settler ‘ Britton’.





FACT


Where SC railroad from Charleston ‘branched’ into two tracks, to go to Hamburg & Columbia





FACT


Town of Ebenezerville didn’t want railroad so workers had to blast through nearby hill of rock





FACT


Lots of iron in rock gives soil rust color. Road was cut through soil leaving bank of red clay on sides
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Make up a story about how this town got its name
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Make up a story about how this town got its name
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Reactors at SRS are given letters for names.  Par Pond drains both reactors P and R (PaR)
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Make up a story about how this town got its name
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Make up a story about how this town got its name











FACT


Native Americans called it ‘bad’ because there wasn’t enough water flow in stream to keep it clean





FACT


Land acreage is divided into fourths or ‘quarters’.  Land at stream belonged to someone’s ‘Granny’





FACT


Still trying to track down the true story on this one
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Make up a story about how this town got its name





FACT


Early traders said village was 96 miles away from Native American trading center in upstate SC
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