SOUTH CAROLINA STUDIES


Unit 1; Day 1
THEME = SOUTH CAROLINA STATEWIDE OVERVIEW                        SOCIAL STUDIES

LESSON TITLE: The First President Visits South Carolina
OBJECTIVES: Students will be able to transfer an itinerary to a map and summarize highlights of the trip.
PRIMARY STANDARDS ADDRESSED: Social Studies 8th – 8.1.2;  8.8.1,3 
PRIOR SKILLS REQUIRED: ability to locate towns and other landmarks on a map
TEACHER BACKGROUND INFO: SC MAPS Teaching Manual, pages 1-19 to 1-28
LOGISTICS: 1 @ 50-minute class – large tables or other work area – students work in cooperative groups
MATERIALS:  6 @ State Base Map #2 - with Highways (in SC MAPS Portfolio Set); ‘wet-erase’ pens;  6 @ copies of “Diary of the First Presidential Visit to the Palmetto State” (pg. 1-20 to 1-28 in the SC MAPS Teaching Manual) 
PROCEDURES:

   1. Ask students when and why the President of the United States might choose to visit South Carolina and possibly even your local school area.  Make a list of student responses on the blackboard (or use overhead projector).  Also ask them what your town or community might do to welcome and honor the President during his/her visit.  Make a separate list of responses to this second question.
   2. Tell students that Presidential visits don’t just happen in modern times.  All Presidents, beginning with George Washington, traveled around the country for many of the same reasons.  Tell them that the very first Presidential visit to South Carolina happened in 1791 as part of a long southern journey.  Tell them that President Washington traveled southward through South Carolina along the coast all the way into Georgia and then returned through the Sandhills/Midlands region of South Carolina on his way back to Washington D.C.  Fortunately, President Washington kept a diary of his travels and so we can learn a lot about the cultural and social trends of his day as well as his impressions of the landscape. 
   3. Divide students into working groups.  Hand out one copy of the SC state base map, ‘wet-erase’ pens, the Student Work Sheet, and a photocopy of Washington’s Diary (from SC MAPS manual) to each group.  Assign half of the groups to focus on Washington’s Coastal journey (pg. 1-20 to 1-24) and the other half to focus on his Sandhills return trip (pg. 1-24 to 1-28).  Instruct groups to use the ‘wet-erase’ pens to trace Washington’s itinerary – based on information in the diary – and answer the questions on the Student Work Sheet.  If a group finishes its assigned segment early, tell them to trace the other portion of Washington’s trip on the map also.   

   4. Lead class discussion based on responses to questions on Student Answer Sheet.  When a group’s ‘reporter’ is answering a question that involves a specific place or event, be sure someone else in the group is holding up the state map and pointing to the location of that event.  During the discussion, relate Washington’s experiences back to the two lists you put on the board in Procedure #1.  Stress that though the details may have changed, the major reasons and responses remain remarkably similar.
   5. Collect materials (you may want to ask groups to wipe their maps clean with a damp paper towel). 

SAMPLE CULMINATING ASSESSMENT:   
   - On a test, ask students the following multiple-choice question: 
        Which two South Carolina landform regions did President George Washington visit in 1791? 

   

a.  Blue Ridge and Piedmont
c.  Coastal Plain and Piedmont
e.  Coastal Zone and Coastal Plain



b.  Coastal Zone and Sandhills
d.  Blue Ridge and Sandhills 
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STUDENT  WORK  SHEET

LESSON TITLE: The First President Visits South Carolina
Group I:
Part I - President George Washington's Coastal Tour 

Using President George Washington's diary (separate handout) and a ‘wet-erase’ pen, trace his Coastal Tour of South Carolina on the State Base Map #2, with Highways.  When you have completed tracing this route, answer the following questions:

a.  What were his objectives for making this southern tour?  
b.  Describe Washington's party as they entered South Carolina.  
c.  Why did Washington want to make compensation for his lodging and meals?  
d.  Why did he dine and lodge with planters?  
e.  What type of agricultural products did he find?  
f.  How did the planters market their produce at that time?  
g.  Why was Washington concerned about the feeling of these early settlers for the support of a federal government?  
h.  How did he describe coastal South Carolina?  
i.  Describe his entrance to Georgetown.  
j.  Compare the events surrounding his entrance into Georgetown with later events in Charleston.  
k.  Describe in detail the gala events held for President George Washington on his coastal tour.  


Group II:
Part II - President George Washington's Sandhills Tour


Using President George Washington's diary (separate handout) and a ‘wet-erase’ pen, trace his Sandhills Tour of South Carolina on the State Base Map #2, with Highways.  When you have completed tracing this route, answer the following questions:

a.  Describe Washington's reentrance into South Carolina from Georgia.  
b.  Who met him in Augusta?  
c.  What were the specific goals for his southern tour?  
d.  Why was he concerned about the excise tax?  
e.  After talking with the people along his trip, what was his conclusion about the opposition to the excise tax?
f.  Describe Washington's trip from Granby to the State House.  
g.  Explain what was meant by each of the toasts given at the State House dinner.  
h.  Is it the same state house building that we are using today?  Explain.  
i.  What did Washington think about the location of the State Capitol?  
j.  Why was Washington so interested in Revolutionary War battle sites?  
k.  Where on his Sandhills tour did he find extensive damage as a result of the Revolutionary War?  Explain.  
l.  What were the grievances of the Catawbas?  
m.  How did Washington handle these grievances?  
n.  Use George Washington's words to describe the Sandhills landscape.  
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TEACHER  ANSWER  KEY
LESSON TITLE: The First President Visits South Carolina
1. Ask students when and why the President of the United States might choose to visit South Carolina . . . .

Answers may vary.  Some possible responses might be:



- to award a medal to a famous citizen or war hero
- to campaign for re-election



- to address the state legislature about proposed laws
- to open a new federal building, park, or other facility  

   Also ask them what your town or community might do to welcome and honor the President . . . .

Answers may vary.  Some possible responses might be:


- hold a parade

- sponsor a formal dinner with local dignitaries
- give workers a holiday
2. . . . .Fortunately, . . . we can learn a lot about the cultural and social trends of his day . . . .

Students should be familiar with the concept of keeping a diary and/or a travel log.  Stress that these entries do more than just give places and times of visits, they also contain Washington’s private thoughts and comments about events.
3. Divide students into working groups.
Group I:
Part I - President George Washington's Coastal Tour 
   a.  What were his objectives for making this southern tour?  

His objectives were (1) to see how much support there was for a General  Government, (2) to determine the extent and growth of agriculture, (3) to find out if the country had recovered from the Revolutionary War, (4) to gain feedback from the Up Country farmers regarding the recently signed bill, known as the “Whiskey Tax” and (5) to see the land.

   b.  Describe Washington's party as they entered South Carolina.  

A cream colored coach pulled by 4 horses, a 2 horse baggage wagon, 4 horses for outriders, white riding horse for himself.

   c.  Why did Washington want to make compensation for his lodging and meals?  

Compensation for lodging and meals was made so that those who lodged and boarded him were not inconvenienced.

   d.  Why did he dine and lodge with planters?  

He dined and lodged with planters because lodging houses along his routes were scarce.

   e.  What type of agricultural products did he find?  

Rice was the most common agricultural product encountered; indigo was occasionally encountered.

   f.  How did the planters market their produce at that time?  

Planters took their produce to the market in Charleston.

   g.  Why was Washington concerned about the feeling of . . . settlers for support of a federal government?

The idea of unified government was in early stages; he wanted to get a true consensus of how the public viewed the idea.  

   h.  How did he describe coastal South Carolina?  

He described the road between Georgetown and Charleston as “the most beautiful road in the United States”.
   i.  Describe his entrance to Georgetown.  

He was rowed across the Waccamaw River by seven ship captains,  each elaborately dressed.       

   j.  Compare the events surrounding his entrance into Georgetown with later events in Charleston.  

In Charleston, he was met by the Recorder of the city, General Pinckney, Edward Rutledge, a 12-oar barge rowed by 12 American ship captains, masses of ladies and gentlemen, two boats of music, an artillery salute, the Governor and Lt. Governor, two Senators, and wardens of the city.  He received much greater fanfare in Charleston than in Georgetown.
   k.  Describe in detail the gala events held for President George Washington on his coastal tour.  


Until April 30, 1791, he had dined and lodged with commoners and dignitaries.  On the afternoon of the 30th, he met and was rowed across the Waccamaw River by captains of seven ships.  In Georgetown, he stayed at the Stewart-Parker house.  That evening after he addressed the Masonic Order at Prince George’s Lodge, he attended a party in his honor, given to him by some 50 Georgetown ladies.  On the day of May 2, 1791, several dignitaries, several boats, a 15-gun federal salute, the bells of Saint Michael’s Church, and numerous spectators met him at Charleston’s entrance.



Group II:
Part II - President George Washington's Sandhills Tour

   a.  Describe Washington's reentrance into South Carolina from Georgia.  

A three-gun salute and four dignitaries met him.
   b.  Who met him in Augusta?  

Colonels Wade Hampton and Thomas Taylor, Robert Lithgow, and Archibald Jamison.
   c.  What were the specific goals for his southern tour?  

He wanted to see if the new excise tax could be enforced in the Back Country, and to promote the new federal union. 
   d.  Why was he concerned about the excise tax?  

He feared that a tax on distilled spirits would cause a “whiskey rebellion.”
   e.  After talking with the people along his trip, what was his conclusion about opposition to the excise tax?

In June of 1791, he stated that he felt the new tax “could be enforced and that his mission had been successful.”
   f.  Describe Washington's trip from Granby to the State House.  

He described his trip from Granby to the State house as “being hilly as well as poor,” and was “of the worst sort.”
   g.  Explain what was meant by each of the toasts given at the State House dinner.  

All sixteen toasts of the evening “were made identifying hopes for the future and concerns of the times.”  One toast called for the founding of the federal government as quickly as possible, another called for the increase in exports and the decrease of imports, while another called for an increase in institutions for higher learning.
   h.  Is it the same state house building that we are using today?  Explain.  

No, the original State House in Columbia was wooden and burned during the Civil War.
   i.  What did Washington think about the location of the State Capitol?  

He felt that the State House could have been located closer to the river and below the falls.
   j.  Why was Washington so interested in Revolutionary War battle sites?  

He was interested in Revolutionary War battlefields because he enjoyed evaluating strategic maneuvers of Generals.
   k.  Where on his Sandhills tour did he find extensive damage as a result of the Revolutionary War? Explain.  

He found extensive Revolutionary War damage between Kershaw and Heath Springs in Lancaster County.  This area, known as Hanging Rock Battlefield, was the site of a fortified British post, which General Thomas Sumter destroyed.
   l.  What were the grievances of the Catawbas?  

They feared that part of the 40,000 acres of land given to them by treaty would be reacquired by the State.
   m.  How did Washington handle these grievances?  

He did not act upon these grievances for he felt the matter was already being handled by the State.
   n.  Use George Washington's words to describe the Sandhills landscape.  


He described the road as “the most miserable pine barren I ever saw, being quite a white sand and very hilly.”  
4. Lead class discussion based on responses to questions on Student Answer Sheet.  


You may wish to call on additional groups to answer the same question if the first group’s answer is not complete.
SAMPLE CULMINATING ASSESSMENT:   

   - On a test, ask students the following multiple-choice question: 
[correct answer is ‘b’]
        Which two South Carolina landform regions did President George Washington visit in 1791? 

   

a.  Blue Ridge and Piedmont
  c.  Coastal Plain and Piedmont
  e.  Coastal Zone and Coastal Plain



b.  Coastal Zone and Sandhills
  d.  Blue Ridge and Sandhills 
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