SOUTH CAROLINA STUDIES


Unit 1; Day 5
THEME = SOUTH CAROLINA STATEWIDE OVERVIEW                        SOCIAL STUDIES

LESSON TITLE: Getting Around South Carolina: Now and Then
OBJECTIVES: Students will be able to compare and contrast transportation in the 19th and 21st centuries.
PRIMARY STANDARDS ADDRESSED: Social Studies 8th - 8.8.3;  8.3.5;  8.9.3   
PRIOR SKILLS REQUIRED: ability to locate features on a map based on primary source writings
TEACHER BACKGROUND INFO: SC MAPS Teaching Manual, pages 1-30 to 1-36 
LOGISTICS: 1 @ 50-minute class – large tables or other work area – students work in cooperative groups
MATERIALS:  6 @ South Carolina State Base map (SC MAPS Portfolio Set);  ‘wet-erase’ pens;  copies of “The Diary of Samuel Edward Burges” (SC MAPS Teaching Manual pages 1-32 to 1-36);  copies of Figure 1-12, “Map of Antebellum Railroads” (SC MAPS Teaching Manual page 1-31)  
PROCEDURES:

   1. Ask students how many of their families own at least one car.  Record this number on the blackboard (or use overhead projector).  Ask students to guess how many of their parents’ families owned cars (when their parents were in 8th grade).  Record this number.  Ask students to guess how many of their grandparents’ families owned cars (when their grandparents were in 8th grade).  Record this number.  Finally, ask students to guess how many of their great-grandparents’ families owned cars (when their great-grandparents were in 8th grade).  Record this number.  Ask students how they think their ancestors were able to take trips, short and long, before they had cars.  Discuss some of the answers that are given.
   2. [optional] Show students (or have them look up on web or in media center) pictures of automobiles from various decades of the twentieth century and discuss what it would be like to ride in them.
   3. Remind students that even before automobiles were invented, people had to get around and travel from place to place.  Explain that we will be reading about the travels of a Charleston businessman (Samuel Edward Burges) in the years 1860 and 1861, as recorded in his diary.  Divide class into cooperative learning groups and hand out copies of the Diary, the Railroad Map, the State Base Map, and other materials.  Assign readings based on the following divisions of Burges’ diary:




GROUP 1 = February 7, 1860 to February 9, 1860




GROUP 2 = August 29, 1860 to September 7, 



         *
GROUP 3 = November 5, 1860 to November 17, 1860 

*(this segment may be subdivided further if more groups are needed) 

GROUP 4 = December 21, 1860 to December 23, 1860

GROUP 5 = January 5, 1861 to January 9, 1861

GROUP 6 = March 2, 1861 to March 8, 1861

   4. Tell student groups to answer the questions on the Student Work Sheet and be prepared to discuss their answers as part of a whole class discussion. 
   5. Lead a class discussion that focuses on the differences in transportation modes between 1860 and today. 

SAMPLE CULMINATING ASSESSMENT:   
   - Ask the following multiple choice question on a unit test. 
   - Which modes of transportation would a South Carolina businessman be MOST LIKELY to use in 1860 when traveling to several cities in the upstate from the lowcountry?


a.  automobile and steamboat


c.  steamboat and train


b.  automobile and stagecoach


d.  train and stagecoach  
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STUDENT  WORK  SHEET

LESSON TITLE: Getting Around South Carolina: Now and Then
A.   “The Diary of Samuel Edward Burges”  Assigned dates __________________  to  __________________
   a.  Mark Samuel Burges’ route (for your assigned dates) on the South Carolina STATE BASE MAP using a ‘wet-erase’ pen.  Where the diary is not clear about the exact route, make an intelligent guess about where he went and mark the most likely route on the map.  Refer to the Map of Antebellum Railroads – 1860 to help locate the railroad routes on the state base map.
   b.  Fill out the travel log for your assigned days based on your reading of Mr. Samuel Burges’ diary.
	DATE
	STARTED FROM
	ENDED AT
	MODES OF TRANSPORT
	WHAT HE DID THERE

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


   c.  Based on references from several of the diary entries, estimate an average speed (rate of travel) on an average day for Mr. Burges.  Write down a brief explanation of how you arrived at your answer.
   d.  Based on comments in the diary entries, what did Mr. Burges do on his trip for recreation when he wasn’t working?

B.  If a South Carolina business traveler were to make the same trip today, how would it be different?

   a..  Comment on the mode of transportation the modern business traveler would most likely use and mark the modern route on the state base map with a different color ‘wet-erase’ pen.  How and why is this route and mode of transportation different from what Mr. Samuel Burges reported using?
   b.  Compare and contrast the work-related duties of Mr. Samuel Burges with those of a modern business executive having approximately the same job description and traveling to approximately the same places.  Explain how advances in technology might have made today’s business person’s job easier.
   c.  Based on the map evidence and your own experience, estimate an average speed (rate of travel) on an average day for a modern business traveler.  Write down a brief explanation of how you arrived at your answer.

   d.  Based on what you have heard and read about such things, what do you think a modern business traveler would do for recreation on a trip when not working?  Compare and contrast these activities with what Mr. Samuel Burges reported in his diary.
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TEACHER  ANSWER  KEY
LESSON TITLE: Getting Around South Carolina: Now and Then
1. . . . . Ask students how they think their ancestors were able to take trips before they had cars. . . .

    Nearly every family today owns a car.  Students should guess that fewer of their parents would have had cars when young, and even fewer grandparents and great-grandparents.  Exact numbers are not important, but the trend is.  50 years ago, car ownership was not as widespread;  75 years ago, car ownership was a luxury reserved for the well-to-do only.
2. [optional] Show students (or have them look up on web or in media center) pictures of automobiles . . . .    This is a good opportunity to discuss the importance of technology and science to society.  For example, 50 years ago, air conditioning, automatic transmissions, and automatic turn signals were found only in luxury cars.  75 years ago, heaters and windshield wipers were optional.  You could also discuss changes in tires, from inner tubes to tubeless.
3. *
GROUP 3 = November 5, 1860 to November 17, 1860   *(this segment may be subdivided further . . .) 

    This segment can be broken into November 5 – November 8;  November 9 – November 13;  November 14 – November 17 

4. Tell student groups to answer the questions on the Student Work . . . . 
   a.  Mark Samuel Burges’ route (for your assigned dates) on the South Carolina STATE BASE MAP 

    Answers may vary depending on which segment of the diary was assigned.  

   b.  Fill out the travel log for your assigned days based on your reading of Mr. Samuel Burges’ diary.

GROUP I
	DATE
	STARTED FROM
	ENDED AT
	MODES OF TRANSPORT
	WHAT HE DID THERE

	Feb 7
	Georgetown
	Georgetown
	Steamship (never left port)
	?

	Feb 8
	Georgetown
	3 miles south of Lane
	Stage
	?

	Feb 9
	Gourdin’s Turn Out
	Charleston via Kingstree
	Northeastern Railway
	?


GROUP II
	DATE
	STARTED FROM
	ENDED AT
	MODES OF TRANSPORT
	WHAT HE DID THERE

	Aug 29
	York
	Glenn Springs
	Buggy
	?

	Sept 1
	Glenn Springs
	Greenville
	Buggy
	Met with friends

	Sept 5
	Greenville
	Pendleton
	G’ville & Cola.RR; Blue Ridge RR
	Collections

	Sept 6
	Pendleton
	Anderson
	Blue Ridge RR
	?

	Sept 7
	Anderson
	Williamston
	Greenville & Cola. RR and foot
	?


GROUP III
	DATE
	STARTED FROM
	ENDED AT
	MODES OF TRANSPORT
	WHAT HE DID THERE

	Nov 5
	Charleston --> Kingstree
	Florence
	Northeastern RR
	Went to court; collections

	Nov 6
	Florence –Sumter--
	Columbia
	Wilming. & Manch. RR & SC RR
	Went to court; serenade

	Nov 7
	Columbia
	Columbia
	
	legislative session & serenading

	Nov 8
	Columbia
	Columbia
	
	legislative session & serenading 

	Nov 9
	Columbia
	Kingsville
	SC RR
	legislative session and shot gun

	Nov 10
	Kingsville
	Sumter
	Wilmington & Manchester RR
	Collections

	Nov 11
	Sumter
	Sumter
	
	Walked, read, wrote

	Nov 12
	Sumter
	Manning
	Buggy
	Court; collections

	Nov 13
	Manning—Sumter(
	Columbia
	Buggy/Wil & Man RR/SC RR
	attended meeting, serenade

	Nov 14
	Columbia
	Columbia
	Walked
	fair grounds, heard speech

	Nov 15
	Columbia
	Columbia
	Walked
	Walked to fair ground

	Nov 16
	Columbia
	Columbia
	Walked
	Got premiums ate dinner

	Nov 17
	Columbia
	Charleston
	SC RR
	conversations on board train


GROUP IV
	DATE
	STARTED FROM
	ENDED AT
	MODES OF TRANSPORT
	WHAT HE DID THERE

	Dec 21
	Charleston
	Cheraw/Woodlands
	Buggy/walked
	set trees/grapevines, fired salute

	Dec 22
	Charleston-->Cheraw-->
	Florence
	walked/Buggy/Cheraw & Dar.RR
	Worked, fired salute with guns

	Dec 23
	Florence
	Chas.
	Northeastern RR
	?


GROUP V
	DATE
	STARTED FROM
	ENDED AT
	MODES OF TRANSPORT
	WHAT HE DID THERE

	Jan 5
	Charleston
	Gourdin
	Stage/Northeastern RR
	?

	Jan 6
	Gourdin
	Georgetown
	Stage
	“Knocked about”

	Jan 7
	Georgetown
	Georgetown
	?
	Collections; sales; visited Hall

	Jan 8
	Georgetown---->
	--------->
	Steamer Charleston
	“stirred about”

	Jan 9
	----->
	Charleston
	Steamer Charleston
	?


GROUP VI
	DATE
	STARTED FROM
	ENDED AT
	MODES OF TRANSPORT
	WHAT HE DID THERE

	Mar 2
	Charleston
	Branchville
	SC RR
	Stayed at a friend’s

	Mar 3
	Branchville
	Augusta
	SC RR
	looked over plantation, talked

	Mar 4
	Augusta
	Edgefield
	Edgefield Stage
	Went to court

	Mar 5
	Edgefield
	Augusta
	Stage
	Collections

	Mar 6
	Augusta-->Hamburg
	Augusta
	?
	Collections

	Mar 7
	Augusta—Aiken--
	--->To Charleston
	SC RR
	Collections

	Mar 8
	---------------->
	Charleston
	SC RR
	Went home


   c.  . . . estimate an average speed (rate of travel) on an average day . . . .  Write down a brief explanation . . .

    Answers may vary.   Assume that a buggy would travel approximately 3.5mph (see 8/29- went 43 mi in 12 hours).  For a
    train, speed would be approximately 16mp (see 11/17—went 130 mi in 8hours [includes stops and delays]).  A fast walk might be as much as 2 mph, but walking around town would probably be 1  mph or less.
   d.  Based on comments . . . , what did Mr. Burges do on his trip for recreation when he wasn’t working?

    He met with friends, engaged in political discussion and events, practiced shooting his gun, and wrote in his diary.

B.  If a South Carolina business traveler were to make the same trip today, how would it be different?

   a..  Comment on the mode of transportation . . . How and why is this . . . different . . .?

Answers may vary.  Most likely, he would have used cars or airplanes for business travel. [image: image1.png]


  Cars and planes are faster than train or buggy.  Because we have an extensive and well maintained road system today, quicker and more direct routes are available.
   b.  Compare and contrast work-related duties . . .

    Modern: would use phone or internet to conduct business; could travel to any  place and back in SC in one day.  Now people can pay bills with checks, online, or over the phone; there is no need for a collector to travel the state.
   c.  . . . estimate an average speed . . . for a modern traveler . . . .

    In a car - on the interstate 60-70 mph; from Charleston to Greenville in 3 hrs
   d.  . . . Compare and contrast these activities with what Mr. Samuel Burges reported in his diary.

    Answers may vary.  Not as much time is spent in transit today.  Most business people relax at home or in a hotel with TV, reading, or other activity.  Many people have the weekends off for what ever kind of recreation they enjoy.

5. Lead a class discussion that focuses on the differences in transportation modes between 1860 and today. 

    Answers may vary.  The biggest differences would be in speed, comfort, safety, and size of passenger compartments. 
SAMPLE CULMINATING ASSESSMENT:   

   - Ask the following multiple choice question on a unit test. 

Answer = d
   - Which modes of transportation would a South Carolina businessman be MOST LIKELY to use in 1860 when traveling to several cities in the upstate from the lowcountry?


a.  automobile and steamboat


c.  steamboat and train


b.  automobile and stagecoach


d.  train and stagecoach 
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