SOUTH CAROLINA STUDIES


Unit 2; Day 2
THEME = FOLKLORE & FOLK ART IN THE UPSTATE                          SOCIAL STUDIES

LESSON TITLE: Cherokee Life in South Carolina
OBJECTIVES: Students will be able to explain how the Cherokee used the natural resources of the land.
PRIMARY STANDARDS ADDRESSED: Social Studies 8th – 8-1,1 
PRIOR SKILLS REQUIRED: ability to infer use in daily life from study of artifact
TEACHER BACKGROUND INFO: Cherokee Heritage Center <http://www.cherokeeheritage.org/>; 

Cherokee Nation Official Site <http://www.cherokee.org/>; Catawba Pottery (pg. 3-9 SC MAPS 

Teaching Manual) 
LOGISTICS: 1 @ 50-minute class – reading, seatwork, discussion – students work in pairs
MATERIALS:  15 @ booklets “Native Americans of Upstate South Carolina” (South Carolina Studies Supplement); photocopies of Student Work Sheet; photocopies of page 3-9 SC MAPS Teaching Manual, collection of common household items (rubber bands, toothpicks, soda straws, plastic spoons, pencils, scraps of cloth or other fabric, pieces of hard candy, paper clips, tape, etc.)
PROCEDURES:

   1. Ask students to name different arts and crafts they think were common in the Cherokee culture of South Carolina.  List these skills on the blackboard (or use overhead projector) and also write down the title of the occupation that would produce such crafts.  For example, ‘pottery’ would be the “craft” and ‘potter’ would be the “occupation”.  Ask students to explain how and where they learned this information.  
   2. Hand out copies of the Student Work Sheet and ask students to check off the items on the page that have already been listed on the blackboard.  Have students read through the other definitions not mentioned in class and match them up with the appropriate terms.  Also have the students review the vocabulary word list and complete the word search puzzle on the Student Work Sheet using these words.
   3. Review the definition of an artifact.  Assign to each student pair a specific tool, weapon, or craft [choose from:  atlatl, bow & arrow, blow gun, flint knapping, hide tanning, rabbit stick, Stick Ball, river cane weaving] and ask them to read about that item in the appropriate section of the supplement booklet.  Make sure each item is researched by at least one student pair.  Instruct students that they should consider these items to be artifacts and that they should take notes on each item, including what materials were used to make the item and how the item was used.  Instruct student pairs to prepare a very short demonstration of their craft using a small scale model made from commonly available household items.  Be sure students observe ALL APPROPRIATE SAFETY PRECAUTIONS.   Briefly review basic safety issues involving projectiles in the classroom before students begin their work.
   4.  Call on several student pairs (or ask for volunteers) to demonstrate the use of their assigned weapon or craft.  Students should also explain the mechanics of why the item works the way it does and what materials Native Americans actually used to make the item (as opposed to the model).  In between or during presentations, lead a discussion about the importance of these items to the Cherokee lifestyle.   

SAMPLE CULMINATING ASSESSMENT:   
   - Which of the following artifacts was NOT used for hunting purposes by the Cherokee?



a. rabbit stick



c.  atlatl



b. stick ball 



d.  bow & arrow
   - A person who makes arrowheads and spear points out of stone is called a 

  

a. gunner



c.  tanner



b. potter 



d.  knapper 
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STUDENT  WORK  SHEET

LESSON TITLE: Cherokee Life in South Carolina
a.  Match the correct occupation name with the description of each Native American craft 
___ 1.  maker of stone arrowheads and other tools
a.  musician 
___ 2.  maker of bowls and pots from fired clay
b.  medicine man 
___ 3.  processes raw deer skins into hides
c.  farmer 
___ 4.  makes baskets from river cane
d.  potter 
___ 5.  sews hides together to make clothing
e.  leather worker

___ 6.  traps or kills wild game for food
f.  flint knapper 
___ 7.  prepares meals
g.  weaver
___ 8.  grows corn, squash, beans
h.  hunter 
___ 9.  played music on flute or drums
i.  cook 
___ 10.uses herbs and plants to heal sickness
j.  tanner 
VOCABULARY WORDS and TERMS related to CHEROKEE LIFE
 (modified from a Word Search Puzzle in the Discover Carolina Program for Oconee Station State Historic Site)
Animal hide
Artifact

Atlatl

Basket

Blowgun

Bow

Clay

Coiling

Dart

Fire patch

Flint

Leather

Potter

Rabbitstick

Rivercane

Stickball

Tanner

Twilling
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TEACHER  ANSWER  KEY
LESSON TITLE: Cherokee Life in South Carolina
1.  Ask students to name different arts and crafts . . . and also write down the title of the occupation. . . .  

    Answers may vary.  The most common answers will likely be: baskets, blankets, jewelry, pottery, leathermaking, etc.  Most skills and occupations are obvious (‘weaving’ and ‘weaver’), but some are not (‘making arrowheads’ and ‘flint knapper’).  You may wish to have one or more students research the origin of certain terms, like ‘knapper’ (from an old German root word ‘knappen’ meaning “to bite” or “to eat”).  Chipping pieces out of the rock is like ‘biting’ the rock. 
Ask students to explain how and where they learned this information.
    Answers may vary.  Most children get their ideas about Native Americans from television shows and movies.  Some may have read books or magazines dealing with native arts and crafts.  It is important for students to realize that the image Hollywood portrays of Native Americans in movies is not necessarily accurate and that independent research is sometimes necessary to determine how various cultures live their lives.. 
2. . . . .  Have students read through the other definitions . . . and match them up with the appropriate terms.  
    Some of these activities may go by several different names, but here, each item on the list is used once. 
_f__ 1.  maker of stone arrowheads and other tools
a.  musician 

_d__ 2.  maker of bowls and pots from fired clay
b.  medicine man 

_j__ 3.  processes raw deer skins into hides
c.  farmer 

_g__ 4.  makes baskets from river cane
d.  potter 

_e__ 5.  sews hides together to make clothing
e.  leather worker

_h__ 6.  traps or kills wild game for food
f.  flint knapper 

_i__ 7.  prepares meals
g.  weaver

_c__ 8.  grows corn, squash, beans
h.  hunter 

_a__ 9.  played music on flute or drums
i.  cook 

_b__ 10.uses herbs and plants to heal sickness
j.  tanner 

Also have students . . . complete the word search puzzle on the Student Work Sheet using these words. 
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3. Review the definition of an artifact.  Assign to each student pair a specific tool, weapon, or craft 
    An ‘artifact’ is any object made by people that gives insight into how that particular culture lived.

Make sure each item is researched by at least one student pair.  . . . including what materials were used to make the item and how the item was used.  
ITEM                    
RAW MATERIALS NEEDED            
     HOW ITEM WAS USED
bow & arrow
Wooden branches trimmed & animal parts for string

Arrow shot at game
blow gun
        Hollow reed and sharpened stick (dart)
   Dart is blown out of the reed to shoot small game
flint knapping
   Flint stones and/or soft-hammer (e.g. antler)
             Break stones, Soft-hammer refines tool
hide tanning
Hide, frame, scraper, oil, and cords to stretch
         Hide stretched on frame, scraped, and oiled
rabbit stick                    heavy tapered stick of hard wood                     throw sidearm at small game to kill or maim
Stick Ball

Pole, fish, ball, and stick

    Ball thrown from stick at fish on the top of pole
river cane weaving
    River cane strips
          River cane strips weaved into patterns to make basket

Instruct student pairs to prepare a . . . demonstration of their craft using a small scale model . . . . Briefly review basic safety issues involving projectiles in the classroom before students begin their work.  
    All models should use only items that are readily available or obtainable in the classroom.  Safety rules include making sure no item is thrown at another person and making sure sharp objects are appropriately covered when not in use.
	atlatl


	Take a long, plastic ruler and tape one end loosely to create a pocket into which the end of a pencil can fit.  Place the pencil into the clay, draw back the ruler (and pencil), then snap wrist forward to release the pencil with extra force.

	bow & arrow

	Take a long plastic ruler and place a rubber band around the ruler end to end. Use a pencil as an arrow and place the eraser against the rubber band.  Draw back the pencil and rubber band until the ruler bends slightly, then release.

	blow gun

	Remove ink cartridge from an ink pen to give you a hollow plastic tube.  Place piece of pencil lead or unrolled paper clip into one end of tube. Blow on other end of the tube (pen casing) to cause projectile to fire out towards the target.

	flint knapping

	Have students strike two pieces of hard candy together to break off various sized pieces. Shape one piece by hitting it with either the blade or the handle of a metal pair of scissors.  Identify which shape would be used for which tool.  

	hide tanning

	Take a scrap piece of cloth, stretch it out with your hands, and rub it long and hard with a wax crayon until the cloth changes color and gets saturated with wax.  Place a few drops of water on the cloth and watch them bead up.

	rabbit stick
  
	Take a short pencil and wrap transparent tape around it so that most of the tape is at one end which will make the stick thicker and heavier here compared to the other end.  Throw the pencil with a sidearm motion at an appropriately scaled target (for a pencil sized rabbit stick you could use a tennis ball to represent the rabbit).  One student can roll the tennis ball on the floor while the other student tries to hit it with the 'rabbit stick'.

	Stick Ball

	Students can wad up a piece of paper to represent the ball.  A paper clip can be stuck into an eraser on the end of a pencil to carry the paper ‘ball and ‘throw’ it’.  Another pencil taped upright to a desk can represent the pole and a piece of cracker or cardboard can be placed on top can represent the fish.  Take turns throwing the ‘ball’ at the ‘fish’.  

	river cane weaving
	Students can cut long, thin strips of construction paper of different colors and weave them together to create a shape and a design of their choosing.


4.  Call on several student pairs (or ask for volunteers) to demonstrate the use of their assigned weapon or craft.  Students should also explain the mechanics of why the item works the way it does and what materials Native Americans actually used to make the item (as opposed to the model).  In between or during presentations, lead a discussion about the importance of these items to the Cherokee lifestyle.   

    Answers and explanations may vary depending on how each group arrived at their model.   Students should get their information from the notes they took in the first part of Procedure #3.  The discussion of the importance of these items to the Cherokee lifestyle should refer back to the occupation list contained in the Student Work Sheet.
SAMPLE CULMINATING ASSESSMENT:   

   - Which of the following artifacts was NOT used for hunting purposes by the Cherokee?  Answer = ‘b’


a. rabbit stick



c.  atlatl



b. stick ball 



d.  bow & arrow
   - A person who makes arrowheads and spear points out of stone is called a        Answer = ‘d’
  

a. gunner



c.  tanner


b. potter 



d.  knapper 
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