SOUTH CAROLINA STUDIES


Unit 2; Day 5
THEME = FOLKLORE & FOLK ART IN THE UPSTATE                          SOCIAL STUDIES

LESSON TITLE: Changing Times and the Impact of Technology
OBJECTIVES: Students will be able to assess impact of technological innovation on culture and lifestyle.
PRIMARY STANDARDS ADDRESSED: Social Studies 8th – 8-6.5 
PRIOR SKILLS REQUIRED: ability to gather historical information from primary source documents
TEACHER BACKGROUND INFO: SC MAPS Teaching Manual, pages 2-12, 2-13, 2B-9   

LOGISTICS: 1 @ 50-minute class – reading, seatwork, discussion – students work individually
MATERIALS:  photocopies of story “Grandma Gets Electricity” (SC MAPS Manual pg. 2B-9); Student Work Sheet 
PROCEDURES:

   1. Hand out copies of story “Grandma Gets Electricity”.  Give students a few minutes to read the story, then ask for comments about their impressions of the story.  There is no date given for this account.  Ask students to infer a date from the information given in the story.  Point out clues that might be helpful.  

   2. Ask students to think of several major changes that electricity probably brought to Grandma’s life.  List these on the blackboard (or use overhead projector).   Ask students to choose one or more modern day equivalents – in which a new technology produced major changes in their own family’s lifestyle and/or culture.  Once the topics have been chosen and recorded, instruct each student to select one of the technologies outlined in the class list and compare activities, tasks, customs, habits, electronic or other equipment or home furnishings that existed before the innovation with those that existed after the technology was available to you.  Ask for student volunteers (or call on selected students) to share and explain their diagrams to the class.  Collect all diagrams and post on class bulletin board or on wall.
   3. Have students read the account of “Family Life in the 1700s in South Carolina” (Student Work Sheet).  Ask each student to fill out the chart on the back side of the Student Work Sheet by indicating modern analogs from the student’s own family situation that correlate to the activities mentioned in the story.
   4. Lead a class discussion on how customs, activities, and forms of work and entertainment have changed over the years.  Ask if any students would have preferred to live in other times and ask them to explain why.  Ask students to think of what the next big technological innovation might be and how it would change their lifestyle.
SAMPLE CULMINATING ASSESSMENT:   
   - If you read an old newspaper clipping that had no date on it, but indicated that your current school Principal had played on his/her state champion high school tennis team and had won the tie-breaking game of the final match yesterday; in what year do you think that event must have taken place?  Justify your answer.  Also explain how much confidence you have in the correctness of your deduction, and explain your reasoning.
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STUDENT  WORK  SHEET

LESSON TITLE: Changing Times and the Impact of Technology
a.  Read the account of “Family Life in the 1700s in South Carolina”, then complete chart on back of page. 
FAMILY LIFE IN THE 1700s IN SOUTH CAROLINA
excerpted from “Background Information on the South Carolina Backcountry” 

compiled by James Gestwicki, The Freshman Academy, Mauldin Middle School, Mauldin, South Carolina

During the late 1700’s, settlers of Scots-Irish descent moved into the backcountry of South Carolina.  Originally from the lower part of Scotland, these farmers and cattle raisers were poor and lived in overcrowded conditions.  King James I of England moved some of these Scottish farmers and herders to the northern part of Ireland, around the city of Ulster. The Scots-Irish did not feel welcomed in Ireland and when they got the chance to move to North America, they did. They first settled in Pennsylvania, Virginia, and North Carolina.  Their small farms were unable to compete with the large plantations in Virginia and North Carolina and when they found out there was a great amount of cheap land in the backcountry of South Carolina, they moved south. The backcountry also included German migrants from Pennsylvania in search for more farmland and freedom, as well as Charlestonians who migrated to the upstate or backcountry from the coast of South Carolina. Many Charlestonians wanted to leave the city for more open space and freedom.
These early settlers had to clear their property by cutting trees and pulling up stumps.  They built log cabins from the cut trees by using simple tools.  Some of the tools they used were axes and wedges to split the logs and hammers, screws, and chisels to build their cabins and barns.  They made “cow-pens” or pastures for their animals by building fences around the perimeter. They dug wells for water and would attach a pulley to a wheel and axle to make it easier to retrieve water. The farmers attached a harness to their horse or a yoke to their oxen in order to plow their fields. The yoke or harness acted like a lever and when the farmer pulled on the straps attached to either side, the animal would turn in that direction. The plows dug shallow trenches through the fields so the farmer could sow his seeds.  He also used a wheelbarrow or wagon to make his load of wood, hay, or dirt lighter.  If the farmer lived close to a river, he built a waterwheel to help him pump water to his farm.  Some farmers even used wind to power a windmill that drew water up a well shaft to his farm.

The women helped in the fields by sowing the seeds and gardening.  They used small hoes and shovels to grow vegetable and herb gardens. Herbs were used for a variety of medicinal purposes and helped to keep the farmer and his family healthy.  The women spun their own yarn on a spinning wheel and sewed their own clothes by hand. They made their own quilts so they were warm at night.  They used scissors to cut the cloth and hand stitched beautiful quilt patterns by using needle and thread. They made their own candles for light by dipping a wick into hot tallow or fat. They churned their own butter. They made their own tin lanterns by hammering decorative patterns into the tin.
In the 1700’s, many children of the backcountry of South Carolina were far from a school.  They were taught to read and write by their parents.  They had many chores on the farm and worked along with their mothers and fathers.  For fun, they would make stencils to decorate their log cabins.  The girls learned how to use a needle and thread by cross-stitching neat little designs onto cloth.  They played outdoors by painting “hopscotch” squares and they made walking stilts out of wooden sticks and wedges.  Also, they jumped rope, played with homemade wooden toys, played “jacks”, ran relay races, played on a seesaw, and sang songs.

As the farming communities grew, the families would get together to help build churches and schools in a convenient location.  Eventually, small towns and cities developed in the backcountry of South Carolina.
b.  Fill in the chart by naming ten activities mentioned in the account on the previous page for each family member (men, women, children), and also the corresponding activity that you or your family participate in that fills the same role.  If there is no corresponding activity in your family, write “none”.  One example in each category is done for you as an example.
MEN

	ACTIVITY DESCRIBED IN 1700s STORY
	CORRESPONDING ACTIVITY IN MY FAMILY

	clear property by cutting trees and pulling stumps
	clean up property by mowing lawn and pulling weeds

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


WOMEN

	ACTIVITY DESCRIBED IN 1700s STORY
	CORRESPONDING ACTIVITY IN MY FAMILY

	sowing seeds and gardening
	plant flower beds and grow potted plants

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


CHILDREN

	ACTIVITY DESCRIBED IN 1700s STORY
	CORRESPONDING ACTIVITY IN MY FAMILY

	taught to read and write by parents
	taught to read and write in school
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TEACHER  ANSWER  KEY
LESSON TITLE: Changing Times and the Impact of Technology
1. . . . “Grandma Gets Electricity”.  Give students a few minutes to read the story, then ask for comments about their impressions of the story. . . .Ask students to infer a date from the information given . . . .  

    Answers may vary.  This activity is intended as a discussion starter as well as a ‘mystery’ to solve.  Encourage students to look for clues in the story to establish the proper time frame.  Frame the discussion as a detective story.  An example of an important clue is the reference to “She was about 10 or 12 when she moved into town, . . . .” Assuming the writer of the story was an adult (about 30-40 years old), and assuming the story was written around the year 2000, and knowing that the grandmother was still alive at the time of the writing (perhaps 80 years old) would put the date of the story at approximately 1930 (even if these assumptions are somewhat off, the most recent possible date would be around 1940 and the oldest possible date would be around 1900).  [Note also that a ‘light bulb’ is mentioned].  Thomas Edison invented the electric light bulb in 1879 and this invention would not be mass produced until after 1900.  This is a good opportunity to emphasize strategies for ‘bracketing’ an event by calculating maximum and minimum ages.
2. Ask students to think of several major changes that electricity probably brought to Grandma’s life . . . .   
    Answers may vary.  Just having a light bulb would mean she could read at night without having to burn candles or add oil to a lamp.  Having a food freezer would mean she wouldn’t have to cook and then can vegetables from the garden, but could simply freeze them instead and cook them later.  An electric cooking stove would mean she could cook food without getting the kitchen all smoky from a wood fire. 
Ask students to choose one or more modern day equivalents – in which a new technology produced major changes in their own family’s lifestyle and/or culture.  
    Answers may vary.  Electronic video games, laptop computers, portable CD and DVD players, GPS units, and digital music players, are all examples of innovations that could be used as examples. 
. . . select one of the technologies . . . compare activities, tasks, customs, . . . before vs. after . . . .  

    Answers may vary.  Here’s how one innovation, the digital music player (example I-pod©) might affect several tasks: 

TASK                            

BEFORE                          


AFTER
listen to favorite song         

  try to find it on radio station        
 
download it whenever I want
carry music wherever

bulky walkman and cd/cassettes  
      small device with music saved to memory
    purchase music

              buy whole album for $10 or more
   download individual songs for approx.  $0.50
  
3. Have students read the account of “Family Life in the 1700s in South Carolina” (Student Work Sheet).  Ask each student to fill out the chart on the back side of the Student Work Sheet by indicating modern analogs from the student’s own family situation that correlate to the activities mentioned in the story.

    Answers may vary.  Some samples of possible responses are shown in the table. 
MEN

	ACTIVITY DESCRIBED IN 1700s STORY
	CORRESPONDING ACTIVITY IN MY FAMILY

	clear property by cutting trees and pulling stumps
	clean up property by mowing lawn and pulling weeds

	Made fences by cutting boards
	Make fences with boards from lumber mill

	Dig well
	Get water from city plumbing

	Cut wood with ax
	Cut wood with gas or electric chainsaw

	Make pen for cow
	Make pen for family dog

	
	


WOMEN

	ACTIVITY DESCRIBED IN 1700s STORY
	CORRESPONDING ACTIVITY IN MY FAMILY

	sowing seeds and gardening
	plant flower beds and grow potted plants

	Spun yarn to use for knitting/crocheting
	Buy yarn to crochet/knit

	Sew clothes by hand
	Sew clothes with electric sewing machine

	Make clothes and draperies 
	Buy clothes and draperies from department store

	Make own butter
	Get butter at supermarket

	Grow herbs for medicine
	Get synthetic medicine at pharmacy

	
	


CHILDREN

	ACTIVITY DESCRIBED IN 1700s STORY
	CORRESPONDING ACTIVITY IN MY FAMILY

	taught to read and write by parents
	taught to read and write in school

	Did chores on farm
	Do chores around house; clean room, take out trash, load dishwasher

	Made stencils for painting walls
	Color in coloring books or on paper

	Played games outside
	Play video games inside

	Played with homemade toys
	Play with toys bought from store

	
	


4. Lead a class discussion on how customs, activities, and forms of work and entertainment have changed over the years.  Ask if any students would have preferred to live in other times and ask them to explain why.  Ask students to think of what the next big technological innovation might be and how it would change their lifestyle.

    Answers may vary.  Such a discussion could lead almost anywhere, and could be a precursor to a homework assignment in which you ask students to interview older members of their extended family or else older neighbors who would have experienced other forms of activities and entertainment.  If you can find these, you might bring in to class an old record player, an 8-track tape player, and a cassette tape player with music representing that historical time period.  You might also mention some of the black-and-white TV shows that sometimes are re-run on modern TV stations. 
SAMPLE CULMINATING ASSESSMENT:   

   - If you read an old newspaper clipping that had no date on it, but indicated that your current school Principal had played on his/her state champion high school tennis team and had won the tie-breaking game of the final match yesterday; in what year do you think that event must have taken place?  Justify your answer.
    Answers may vary within a certain range.  Presumably your students know who your school Principal is, and approximately how old he/she is.  Using this age information, and knowing the average age of a high school student, students should be able to calculate the correct year within a reasonable margin of error, perhaps five years.
Also explain how much confidence you have in the correctness of your deduction, and explain your reasoning.

    Students should realize that they can’t pinpoint the year exactly because all they’re told is that their Principal was a high school student then.  The article doesn’t say if the Principal was a senior, junior, etc.  Also, they may be unsure of the Principal’s true age right now, which would add uncertainty to their calculations.  Finally, although most high school students are the same age, some students are older than the average and some are younger.  Students should convey the knowledge that even though we can’t pinpoint historical events exactly, we can still be confident that we have them placed in the right time frame.
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