SOUTH CAROLINA STUDIES

      Unit 5; Day 3
THEME = RESOURCES OF THE COASTAL PLAIN                ENGLISH AND LANGUAGE ARTS

LESSON TITLE: Complete Upgrade for an Elementary Source Book.  [part 3 of 3 part lesson]
OBJECTIVES: Students will be able to re-write and re-format resource booklet pages at a higher level.
PRIMARY STANDARDS ADDRESSED: Language Arts 8th – RS3.1; RS3.2 
PRIOR SKILLS REQUIRED: ability to organize information in a clearly understandable format
TEACHER BACKGROUND INFO:  Purdue University’s Online Writing Center
 
<http://www.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/559/01/>
LOGISTICS: 1 @ 50-minute class – seatwork involving student pairs writing and drawing final product
MATERIALS:  15 @ The South Carolina Mineral Book (MASC); access to internet [optional]
PROCEDURES:

   1. Ask student pairs to gather all of their notes and documentation together from the last two days and begin writing their final product for the revised class ‘Mineral Book.’  If computers are available, you can give students the option of either working freehand at their desks with pencil and paper or working within a word processing program on a computer.  Color is optional.  Be sure to instruct the students to include credit to the sources they referenced on their redrawn/recreated pages. Tell students their work will be graded based on how well they addressed the original list of format upgrade needs (to the 8th grade level), how well they answered their research questions, and whether they included references to works cited.
   2. Collect all final products, photocopy enough copies for every student in the class, and staple pages together to form a revised 8th grade Mineral Book.  Tell students to be sure to take that booklet to their science class, because they will need the booklets for one of those lessons soon. 
   3. [optional] If there is time, hold up each page and ask the rest of the class how well they think that page met their upgrade criteria from the first day of the unit.  Have the class vote on the quality and use that verdict as part of the grade for the assignment. 

SAMPLE CULMINATING ASSESSMENT:   
Give the students some simple sentences to rewrite on the 8th-grade level.  For example, 

“Fossils are fun to collect.”  and

“Geologists study all parts of the Earth.”

SOUTH CAROLINA STUDIES                  Unit 5; Day 3
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TEACHER  ANSWER  KEY
LESSON TITLE: Complete Upgrade for an Elementary Source Book.  [part 3 of 3 part lesson]
1. Ask student pairs to gather all of their notes and documentation together from the last two days and begin writing their final product for the revised class ‘Mineral Book’ . . . .  Tell students their work will be graded based on how well they addressed the original list of format upgrade needs (to the 8th grade level) and how well they answered their research questions.

    Many entries will likely be only one page (some student pairs will want to get rid of the full-page pictures as too ‘babyish’).  Some pairs will opt to draw new graphics to replace the existing drawings.  Hopefully, most groups will decide to keep the location map and the list of uses for the product.  The answers to the students’ research questions should appear somewhere on the page.  Students must give credit to their sources to avoid plagiarism.
2. Collect all final products, photocopy enough copies for every student in the class, and staple pages together to form a revised 8th grade Mineral Book . . . .
    Science classes will need these booklets when they do the UNIT 5 Day 3 lesson.  Be sure to make an extra copy of the booklet to give to the science teacher ahead of time so this person doesn’t get surprised at the last minute.  Note that if you have two or more student pairs working on the same topic upgrade, you will either have to include both write-ups in the revised booklet or else choose the best one to include.  Unless one of the upgrades is really awful, it is usually best to duplicate the entries rather than leave students’ work out of the final product.
3. [optional] If time, hold up each page and ask the rest of the class how well they think that page met their upgrade criteria from the first day of the unit.  Have the class vote on the quality and use that verdict as part of the grade for the assignment. 

    Such a peer assessment will take a lot of extra time, but can reap great rewards as students practice the higher level thinking skill of evaluation.  Such an activity also lets students see exactly how ‘grading’ is done (the fact that it is based on some kind of rubric and not entirely arbitrary).

   An example of a typical upgrade of a topic to the 8th grade level [PEAT]is included on the back of this page as a reference for grading.  The details of the text and graphics are not as important as the accurate presentation of factual data and the overall organization of the information.

Additional Questions answered:

--Other than as a soil conditioner, what are the uses of peat?

--How does peat condition soil?

--Is peat found in places in South Carolina other than in Colleton County?

SAMPLE CULMINATING ASSESSMENT:   

Give the students some simple sentences to rewrite on the 8th-grade level.  For example, 

“Fossils are fun to collect.”  and    “Geologists study all parts of the Earth.”

   The responses will vary, but the rewrites should contain more information and should probably use more advanced words and more complicated sentence structures.  For example, “Not only are fossils fun to collect, but they also teach us about animals that lived in the past and the world in which they lived.”  Or, “Geologists, who specialize in many different branches of Earth science, study the materials and the processes that shape the Earth and change it through time as well as working to locate valuable Earth resources, such as metal ores and fossil fuels.” 
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[image: image2.wmf]In some parts of the world, people use peat for fuel.  Peat is cut out of a bog with straight-bladed shovels and dried in the sun, and then it is burned in fireplaces. Some peat is harvested commercially by machinery.  Then it is burned in furnaces to create electricity, the way we use coal or natural gas.
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Locally, though, it’s important in South Carolina because peat conditions the soil by breaking up heavy clays and letting more air and water get in, also helping the clayey soil retain water.  Many gardeners like to add peat to their 
gardens and potting soil to help plants grow.  
In addition, [image: image4.wmf]groundskeepers at golf courses
add peat to condition the fairways and greens.  

It works so well because of all the organic materials it contains.  In South Carolina, peat can be found in many counties in the state in oval depressions called Carolina Bays and in some bogs that aren’t bays.

It is likely to be found only in boggy areas.  A bog is waterlogged, spongy ground that consists primarily of mosses, containing acidic, decaying vegetation.  


In South Carolina, peat is currently mined only in Colleton County.  

Sources:  

Carolina Rocks! by Carolyn Hanna Murphy

Jody Tinsley, geology teacher
The SC Mineral Book, compiled and illustrated by Tom Littlejohn
What is peat?  It’s organic material, not rock or mineral.  But it’s dug from the ground, and it’s a valuable resource here in South Carolina.  





�








copyright: Clemson University, 2005                                                                             Unit 5; Day 3; draft 12/05

