SOUTH CAROLINA STUDIES


Unit 6; Day 4
THEME = PIRATES OF THE COASTAL ZONE                                        SOCIAL STUDIES
LESSON TITLE: What Would You Find on a Pirate Ship?
OBJECTIVES: Students will be able to examine pirate artifacts and place them in their proper context.
PRIMARY STANDARDS ADDRESSED: Social Studies 8th – 8.1.2;  8.8.5 
PRIOR SKILLS REQUIRED: ability to infer use of object from its description 
TEACHER BACKGROUND INFO: Pirates of the Southern Coast (Clunies & Roberts),  pg 6, 10-11, 14, 20;  <http://www.piratesinfo.com/detail/detail.php?PHPSESSID=64c0592b77f4e306b568a444fa422c60>; and <http://www.ah.dcr.state.nc.us/qar/artifacts/catlist.htm> 
LOGISTICS: 1 @ 50-minute class – teacher-led discussion and seat work – students work in pairs
MATERIALS:  Pirate Booklet (Pirates of the Southern Coast by Clunies & Roberts); access to website with pirate ship diagram <http://www.piratesinfo.com/images/piratesinfo/illustrations/ship/ShipParts.gif> artifacts from Blackbeard’s ship [optional] <http://www.ah.dcr.state.nc.us/qar/artifacts/catlist.htm>  
PROCEDURES:

   1. Hold up one or more of the following objects (or any similar handy object) and ask students to tell how they know what it is, what they think it was used for, and how they think it got to be in their classroom:



- piece of ceramic tile

- piece of shingle from roof

- rusted nail



- piece of broken glass

- piece of frayed rope


- piece of ripped cloth

Use this discussion to lead into the definition of an artifact = any object, made by humans, that gives some insight into how and why people used it in the past.  Explain why and how artifacts are often very useful in reconstructing social systems that may no longer exist, such as the life of 18th century pirates.

   2. Divide class into groups of two (or three) students.  Ask each student to read the following articles in the Pirate Booklet and look carefully at the pictures.  


Page 6 = “Valuable Finds in Ship Excavations”



Pages 10-11 = “Queen Anne’s Revenge” (A Ship Was Found – It May Be Blackbeard’s)



Page 14 = “The ‘Fire Ship’ of Charles Vane”



Page 20 = “Modern Day Treasure Hunts”

Each group should fill in the chart on the Student Work Sheet listing every artifact mentioned anywhere in the reading.  Students should discuss answers before filling in the “what it was used for” column. 
   3. Have student groups refer to the diagram of a pirate ship on the Student Work Sheet (or access diagram on website <http://www.piratesinfo.com/images/piratesinfo/illustrations/ship/ShipParts.gif>).  Students should discuss possible answers within their group before filling in the “where would it be found on board a pirate ship” column of the chart on the student worksheet.   
   4. [optional]  Have selected groups of students explore the website of the North Carolina State Museum of History <http://www.ah.dcr.state.nc.us/qar/artifacts/catlist.htm> to access pictures of a wide variety of artifacts recovered from Blackbeard’s ship.  Add these artifacts to the list on the Student Work Sheet. 

   5. Conduct a whole class discussion about which artifacts were most likely to be preserved and found.  Ask why some common artifacts from pirate ships did not survive and/or are not likely to be found anywhere.  Make sure students realize the bias inherent in archeology (that some types of artifacts will be preferentially preserved out of proportion to their original relative abundance). 
SAMPLE CULMINATING ASSESSMENT:   
   - “If an old car was dumped into the Atlantic Ocean off the coast of Myrtle Beach to build an artificial reef, what artifacts would be left after about 200 years for divers of the future to find? Explain your answer.”
SOUTH CAROLINA STUDIES


Unit 6; Day 4
THEME = PIRATES OF THE COASTAL ZONE                                        SOCIAL STUDIES
STUDENT  WORK  SHEET

LESSON TITLE: What Would You Find on a Pirate Ship?

1.  Fill in the first column of this chart with information from your assigned reading (in Pirate Booklet).



Page 6 = “Valuable Finds in Ship Excavations”



Pages 10-11 = “Queen Anne’s Revenge” (A Ship Was Found – It May Be Blackbeard’s)



Page 14 = “The ‘Fire Ship’ of Charles Vane”



Page 20 = “Modern Day Treasure Hunts”

     Fill in the second column of this chart after discussing possible answers within your group.

     Fill in the third column of this chart after looking at the pirate ship diagram on the reverse side of this page and discussing possible answers within your group.

	NAME OF ARTIFACT
	WHAT ARTIFACT WAS USED FOR ON PIRATE SHIP
	WHERE ARTIFACT WAS PROBABLY STORED ON SHIP

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


2.  Why were these particular objects (artifacts) preserved while other objects on the pirate ship were not preserved (list several possible reasons and explain your thinking)?
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SOUTH CAROLINA STUDIES


Unit 6; Day 4
THEME = PIRATES OF THE COASTAL ZONE                                        SOCIAL STUDIES
TEACHER  ANSWER  KEY
LESSON TITLE: What Would You Find on a Pirate Ship?

1.  Hold up one or more of the following objects (or any similar handy object) and ask students to tell how they know what it is, what they think it was used for, and how they think it got to be in their classroom:

   For example, a piece of roof shingle was probably used to keep the rain from coming into a building.  They should recognize a roof shingle because most of them have seen this type of object on the roofs of their own homes.  The story of how the shingle got into the classroom could be simple (you replaced the roof on your house recently and this piece fell on the ground and wasn’t thrown away) or complex (a tornado came through and tore the roof off a house, then blew the debris far away from the original site before dropping the piece in your back yard during the storm).  The major point to get across is that each object tells a story and gives us additional information about the way things used to be.

Use this discussion to lead into the definition of an artifact = any object, made by humans, that gives some insight into how and why people used it in the past.  Explain why and how artifacts are often very useful in reconstructing social systems that may no longer exist, such as the life of 18th century pirates.

    Every society leaves behind evidence of the items they used in everyday life and for specialized activities.  Cooking utensils, weapons, jewelry, articles of clothing, tools, etc. can give us an idea of what these people ate, drank, fought with, considered valuable, considered artistic, or used to create various arts and crafts.  The more pieces of the puzzle we find, the more accurate a picture we can obtain of life in historical times.
2, 3.  Each group should fill in the chart on the Student Work Sheet . . . .
	NAME OF ARTIFACT
	WHAT ARTIFACT WAS USED FOR ON PIRATE SHIP
	WHERE ARTIFACT WAS PROBABLY STORED ON SHIP

	Silk stocking
	Clothing
	Captain’s cabin

	Pistols
	Looting/fighting
	Crew’s quarters/ Captain’s cabin

	Spanish bell
	Call attention
	On deck

	Brass barrel from gun
	Looting/fighting
	Crew’s quarters/ Captain’s cabin

	Grenade
	Looting/fighting
	Cargo hold

	Pewter plates, forks, etc.
	Eating/booty
	Galley/cargo hold

	Pewter syringe
	Medical
	Captain’s cabin

	Cannons
	Looting/fighting
	On deck

	Marked bar
	Navigation?
	Captain’s cabin

	Brass sector
	Navigation
	Captain’s cabin

	Smooth granite rocks
	Ballast stones: control buoyancy
	Ballast/cargo hold

	Glass jar
	Hold snuff
	Crew’s quarters/ Captain’s cabin

	Sword handle
	Looting/fighting
	Crew’s quarters/ Captain’s cabin

	Cannon balls
	Looting/fighting
	Ammunition storage

	Galleons
	Large sailing vessel/ship
	Actual pieces of the ship preserved


4. [optional]  Have selected groups of students explore the website of the North Carolina State Museum of History <http://www.ah.dcr.state.nc.us/qar/artifacts/catlist.htm> to access pictures of a wide variety of artifacts recovered from Blackbeard’s ship.  Add these artifacts to the list on the Student Work Sheet.
	NAME OF ARTIFACT FROM “QUEEN ANNE’S REVENGE”
	WHAT ARTIFACT WAS USED FOR ON PIRATE SHIP
	WHERE ARTIFACT WAS PROBABLY STORED ON SHIP

	Rigging hook
	To maneuver cargo/ropes
	in rigging of ship

	Ballast stone
	Balance weight/buoyancy ofship
	Ballast

	Iron nail fasteners
	Hold ship together/canons on deck
	On deck/ in wood

	Bilge strainer
	Keep debris out of bilge
	Bilge

	Cannons
	Looting/fighting
	on deck

	Whetstone
	Sharpen knives
	Galley/crew’s quarters

	Dividers
	Determine distance on charts
	Captain’s cabin

	Wine bottles
	Hold wine
	Captain’s cabin/galley

	Button
	Clothing
	Crew’s quarters/ Captain’s cabin

	Straight pins
	Darning
	Crew’s quarters/ Captain’s cabin

	Tobacco pipe
	Smoking
	Crew’s quarters/ Captain’s cabin

	Ceramic jugs
	Hold liquids
	Galley

	Pewter plates and spoons
	Eat with/booty from other ships
	Galley/cargo hold


5. Conduct a whole class discussion about which artifacts were most likely to be preserved and found . . . .  
    Artifacts that are made of some types of metal (bronze, brass) are more likely to be preserved than objects made of iron – because seawater will rust through the iron a lot quicker.  Wood can rot and decay in seawater, but large pieces of wood might survive a long time.  Papers, books, and many fabrics would not last long in an undersea environment, so chances of finding letters or old pirate flags underwater is pretty slim.  Jewelry would most likely be preserved, but would be so small that the chances of actually locating it would be poor.  Although artifacts are non-biologic in nature, you might also mention that any dead pirates would become skeletons after a while because fish, etc. would eat the flesh.  8th graders like talking about skeletons and flesh-eating fish.
SAMPLE CULMINATING ASSESSMENT:   

   - “If an old car was dumped into the Atlantic Ocean off the coast of Myrtle Beach to build an artificial reef, what artifacts would be left after about 200 years for divers of the future to find? Explain your answer.”
    Iron or steel would tend to rust and thin metal would disintegrate faster than thick pieces.  Glass should hang around a long time.  Fabric (seat coverings), vinyl, etc. would disappear pretty quickly.  Bumper stickers and any paper in the car wouldn’t last either.  Rubber tires would probably last a while.  The electronics in the radio/CD-player would be ruined very quickly.    
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