Trial 7 (3-30-05, morning)

In trial 7 we sent the same ROTC students as in trial 6, but this time into the L-shaped room. The number of enemies varied between runs (0,1,2 enemies present).  The order of room entry, the number of enemies present and the casualties taken was as follows.

Experiment 1,Trial 7,Date 033005,Subject ID’s 12-1 10-1 11-1 13-1, Shoot-house Configuration 1  "L-shaped room 3, varying degrees of previous military MOUT training plus the training slides," "No information was recorded regarding what enemy entered the room first or where they were located in the room”

	Stack Order
	Enemies Present/Friendly Casualties

	3,1,2,4
	0

	4,2,3,1
	0

	1,2,3,4
	2/0

	3,4,2,1
	0

	1,3,4,2
	0

	1,4,3,2
	0

	4,2,1,3
	0


Trial Summary

The goal of trial 7 was to record the tracking data of “experienced” ROTC students in the L-shaped room 3.  In trial 3, only position tracking data were collected.  Subjects carried weapons, but the weapons were just weapon shells, no weapon tracking or hit/miss data were available at the time of these trials.  Subjects “shot” at each other by saying “bang”.  A subject was killed if another subject pointed a weapon at them and said bang before they were able to point their gun at the other subject and say bang. There were two experimenters in this trial.  One experimenter, administered the informed consent forms and answered any subsequent questions, presented the training slides to the subjects, and organized the subjects into the correct stack order within the shoot-house.  The other experimenter recorded casualties and the time it took to complete each run, from the top of a ladder set outside of the room.  The training, which the subjects received, consisted of slides designed by one of the experimenters.

Before the conclusion of all of the runs the trial was stopped.  The reason for the stoppage was that the tracking data was too noisy.  The noise was due to the lack of some overhead lighting and the fact that the ROTC students moved so close to each other.

At the conclusion of the seven runs the subjects commented that the L-shaped room was more fun due to its size, and the presence of furniture.  The subjects found the room more challenging and felt that it caused higher and longer levels of stress.

Questions raised at the conclusion of both trial 6 and 7 were as follows: 1) Should the time between trials be fixed so that the subjects can’t anticipate when enemies will be present (due to the increased time for the enemies to enter and get into position as opposed to when enemies are not present)?  2) Should the tracking during the practice runs be recorded?

It took the subjects approximately 13 minutes and 21 seconds to complete 3 practice runs and 7 experimental runs.  The mean time to complete one run was 20.714 seconds (SD=2.214).  The times ranged from 19 to 25 seconds. (only the experimental runs were used to calculate the descriptive statistics)

