Trial 8 (4-06-05, morning)

In trial 8 we sent a group of 4 novice students to clear a small room.  The number of enemies varied between runs (0,1,2 enemies present).  The order of room entry, the number of enemies present and the casualties taken was as follows.

Experiment 1,Trial 8,Date 040605,Subject ID’s 17-1 16-1 14-1 15-1, Shoot-house Configuration 1  "Small room 1, training (slides)," "No information was recorded regarding what enemy entered the room first or where they were located in the room”

	Stack Order
	Enemies Present/Friendly Casualties

	2,1,3,4
	0/0 

	3,1,4,2
	 0/0

	2,3,1,4
	2/3

	3,4,2,1
	 0/0

	1,3,4,2
	 0/0

	2,4,3,1
	 0/0

	1,2,3,4
	 0/0

	2,3,1,4
	 0/0

	3,2,4,1
	 0/0

	3,2,1,4
	 0/0

	2,1,4,3
	 0/0

	1,4,2,3
	1/1

	4,1,3,2
	 0/0

	2,3,4,1
	 0/0

	3,1,2,4
	 0/0

	4,2,3,1
	1/2

	1,4,2,3
	 0/0

	4,2,1,3
	 0/0

	2,4,3,1
	 0/0

	1,2,4,3
	 0/0

	4,3,1,2
	 0/0

	2,1,4,3
	 0/0

	3,2,1,4
	 0/0

	2,1,3,4
	 0/0

	4,3,2,1
	 0/0

	1,2,4,3
	 0/0

	2,4,1,3
	 0/0

	3,4,1,2
	 0/0

	2,4,1,3
	1/2

	4,1,2,3
	 0/0

	1,3,2,4
	 0/0

	2,3,4,1
	 0/0

	3,4,1,2
	 0/0

	4,3,1,2
	 0/0

	1,3,2,4
	 0/0

	3,2,4,1
	2/4

	4,3,2,1
	1/3

	4,1,2,3
	 0/0

	1,4,3,2
	 0/0

	4,1,3,2
	 0/0

	3,1,4,2
	2/4

	4,2,1,3
	 0/0

	1,4,3,2
	 0/0

	1,3,4,2
	 0/0

	3,4,2,1
	 0/0

	1,2,3,4
	2/4

	4,2,3,1
	 0/0

	3,1,2,4
	 0/0


Trial Summary

The goal of trial 8 was to record the tracking data of “novice” subjects in the small room 1.  In trial 8, only position tracking data were collected.  Subjects carried weapons, but the weapons were just weapon shells, no weapon tracking or hit/miss data were available at the time of these trials.  Subjects “shot” at each other by saying “bang”.  A subject was killed if another subject pointed a weapon at them and said bang before they were able to point their gun at the other subject and say bang. There were two experimenters in this trial.  One experimenter, administered the informed consent forms and answered any subsequent questions, presented the training slides to the subjects, and organized the subjects into the correct stack order within the shoot-house.  The other experimenter recorded casualties and the time it took to complete each run, from the top of a ladder set outside of the room.  The training, which the subjects received, consisted of slides designed by one of the experimenters.  

For trial 8 the subjects started in small room 2, down the hall from the small room 1 which they were “clearing.”  The subjects started in room 2, in specific positions, so as to help the tracking system identify the subjects.  From room 2 they were given their stack order and allowed to move into the hallway to stack up.  

The subjects would strategize exhaustively in the starting room before moving into the stack.  From the beginning of the trials the subjects would not completely clear their sector of fire before calling “clear.”  The subjects would call clear as soon as they entered the room.  After ten to 15 runs the subjects developed a pattern where the #1 man would enter the room, the #2 man would cross the doorway to the other side and attempt to cover the room from outside the doorway (in the hall), the #3 man would enter the room, and the #4 man would stay outside of the room and attempt to clear the room from the hall.  The #1 and #3 men were both in the line of fire of the other to subjects.  Most of the time the subjects would call “all clear” from this position then walk away.  Occasionally the two men outside the room would move into the room before the “all clear” was called.

The subjects appeared to become bored as the trials progressed and there was much conversation in between trials as well as strategizing. It would seem that the subjects did not take the trial seriously.  In run 24 the #1 man threw his shoe into the room before entering.  He claimed he was trying to create a distraction.  Beginning at run 29 the subjects began acting out their various strategies in the starting room.  There was one subject who was an ROTC student (WITHOUT any MOUT experience) who instructed the other subjects on the best ways to clear the room.  The subjects settled into their own pattern (mentioned above) and used it fairly consistently, with a few variations, throughout the trial.  The subjects listened to the ROTC student instead of emulating the training received before the trial.  A suggestion for future trials is to either to use ROTC students for all of the “novices” or none of them.  

At run 31, one of the subjects lost traction on the floor, ran into one of the walls and proceeded to hop around the room.  At run 48 two of the subjects ran across the doorway before entering the room.  The subjects would frequently run into the room in an uncontrolled fashion, at times knocking into one another at the doorway.

It took the subjects approximately 57 minutes and 50 seconds to complete 3 practice runs and 48 experimental runs.  The mean time to complete one run was 4.862 seconds (SD=1.766).  The times ranged from 3 to 10 seconds. 

