SOUTH CAROLINA STUDIES


Unit 1; Day 1
THEME = SOUTH CAROLINA STATEWIDE OVERVIEW        ENGLISH AND LANGUAGE ARTS

LESSON TITLE: Writing Style in Washington’s Journal
OBJECTIVES: Students will be able to recognize and interpret archaic vocabulary and syntax.
PRIMARY STANDARDS ADDRESSED: Language Arts 8th – R2.5;  R3.3 
PRIOR SKILLS REQUIRED: ability to recognize archaic syntax and vocabulary
TEACHER BACKGROUND INFO: SC MAPS Teaching Manual, pages 1-19 to 1-28
LOGISTICS: 1 @ 50-minute class – teacher-led discussion, reading and seat work – students work in pairs
MATERIALS:  copies (one per pair) of “Diary of the First Presidential Visit to the Palmetto State” (pages 1-20 to 1-28 in the SC MAPS Teaching Manual); dictionaries 
PROCEDURES:

   1. Ask students if they have ever found and read any old letters (possibly in their attic or basement at home) or read any other old literature (books, magazines, comic books, etc.).  If so, ask them to share their experiences and see if they can name any characteristics of older writings that are different from modern writing.  List these characteristics on the blackboard (or use overhead projector).  If no students have read anything ‘old’, ask them to speculate about what might be different about letters or documents written a couple hundred years ago.  Point out that language style and vocabulary change continually through time and that the farther back in time they go, the more differences they will see.
   2. Arrange students in pairs and hand out copies of “Washington’s Diary” to each pair.  Tell them that they either have seen – or will see – this same Diary in their Social Studies class, but that we are going to do something different with it in the Language Arts class.  Ask students to take out two sheets of notebook paper and title one “vocabulary” and the other “syntax”.  Tell them that as they do their reading assignment, they are to list every ‘strange’ or unknown word – plus words with unusual spellings – on the paper titled “vocabulary” along with the day and date from Washington’s diary in which it occurred and the meaning of the word (if the meaning cannot be determined from the context, the students should look up the word in the class dictionary).  Likewise, they should list any unusual sentence structure, punctuation, etc. on the paper titled “syntax” along with the day and date from the diary.
   3. Have student pairs read through as much of the diary as time permits.  Both students in the pair should read the same passage together silently as there is more chance of finding archaic words and usage if two students are looking at it at the same time.  Whenever they find archaic language, they should stop reading and write it down as explained above. Students only need to read the italicized portions of the text (the actual diary) but the “Editorial Notes” may give clues about the meaning of some words.
   4. Ask groups to share examples of archaic vocabulary and syntax that they found in Washington’s Diary.  Ask if there were any particular types of archaic usages that they found hard to understand.  Explain how spelling rules and/or syntax conventions change in response to demands from users.  Ask if students know any words (“G” rated of course) that are in common use today that were unknown a few years ago.  A good example would be “blog”.  The computer age has spawned many such new terms.  Discuss what level of common usage is necessary to get a new word included in a standard dictionary.
SAMPLE CULMINATING ASSESSMENT:   
   - Ask students to identify and interpret one example of archaic syntax and one example of archaic spelling in this sentence by circling each example and re-writing the sentence in modern standard English. 
 “Two boats left the rice whare-house and attended me across the water where the land was thicker settled.”    

SOUTH CAROLINA STUDIES


Unit 1; Day 1
THEME = SOUTH CAROLINA STATEWIDE OVERVIEW        ENGLISH AND LANGUAGE ARTS

TEACHER  ANSWER  KEY
LESSON TITLE: Writing Style in Washington’s Journal
1.  Ask students . . . name any characteristics of older writings that are different from modern writing.  


Answers will vary, but could include spelling, sentence structure, different vocabulary, no contractions (“can not” used instead of “can’t”), different capitalization standards, different abbreviations for common terms, etc.
2. Arrange students in pairs . . . . Ask students to take out two sheets of notebook paper and title one “vocabulary” and the other “syntax”.  Tell them that as they do their reading assignment, they are to list every ‘strange’ or unknown word – plus words with unusual spellings – on the paper titled “vocabulary” along with the day and date from Washington’s diary in which it occurred and the meaning of the word (if the meaning cannot be determined from the context, the students should look up the word in the class dictionary).  Likewise, they should list any unusual sentence structure, punctuation, etc. on the paper titled “syntax” along with the day and date from the diary.

ARCHAIC LANGUAGE

	WORD OR PHRASE
	EXPLANATION
	DAY/DATE
	MEANING

	whilst
	old form of “while”
	May 26, 1791
	at the same time as

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


3. Have student pairs read through . . . .  Whenever they find archaic language, they should stop reading and write it down as explained above. 


Some words or phrases will be obvious, others like “proprietor” (April 27, 1791) may be unknown to the students, but is still a perfectly ‘modern’ word.  The exact number of “archaic language” items on the students’ lists is not as important as the concept that words, like most things, come into and out of style.
4. Ask . . . . if students know any words (“G” rated of course) that are in common use today that were unknown a few years ago.  A good example would be “blog”.  


The Web Hosting Glossary (WHG) – found through a ‘Google Search’ – defines “blog” as “a frequent, chronological publication of personal thoughts and web links.”  In simpler terms, it can be defined as an ongoing, abbreviated diary of what is going on in a person’s life in relation to their website.  The Computer Age has also given us the term “spam” which is a good  example of a word whose current meaning bears little resemblance to its original definition.
SAMPLE CULMINATING ASSESSMENT:   

   - Ask students to identify and interpret one example of archaic syntax and one example of archaic spelling by circling each example [bold] and re-writing the sentence in modern standard English [underlined]. 
 “Two boats left the rice whare-house and attended me across the water where the land was thicker settled.”    
    “Two boats left the rice warehouse and accompanied me across the water to where the land was more thickly settled.” 
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