SOUTH CAROLINA STUDIES


Unit 2; Day 1
THEME = FOLKLORE & FOLK ART IN THE UPSTATE           ENGLISH AND LANGUAGE ARTS

LESSON TITLE: Introduction to the Cherokee Language

OBJECTIVES: Students will be able to pronounce Cherokee letters and words and read simple sentences.

PRIMARY STANDARDS ADDRESSED: Language Arts 8th – R3.1 
PRIOR SKILLS REQUIRED: ability to use a dictionary and pronunciation guide 
TEACHER BACKGROUND INFO: selected websites concerning the Cherokee language including: 

<http://www.language-museum.com/>, <http://www.cherokee.org/Extras/Downloads/syllabary.html>

and <http://www.cherokee.org/>  

LOGISTICS: 1 @ 50-minute class – reading, seatwork – students work in pairs
MATERIALS:  syllabary in Additional Background Resources section; Student Work Sheet; [optional] access to computer and to Cherokee web sites 

PROCEDURES:

   1. Ask students what movies or TV shows they have seen that feature Native American characters in historical settings.  Ask students what language these actors speak on screen.  Then ask what language they think the real Native Americans actually spoke among themselves.  Note that communication must have been difficult between Native Americans and early European settlers because neither knew the language of the other.  Mention that the Cherokee language is unique among Native American cultural groups because a written alphabet was eventually devised to facilitate written communication (most Native American groups communicated through oral tradition and storytelling).  

   2. Divide students into pairs and hand each pair a copy of the Cherokee Syllabary (Additional Background Resources section) and the Student Work Sheet.  Ask students to read through the sample story on the Student Work Sheet and practice pronouncing several of the words in the story. 

   3. Ask student pairs to use several of the words in the Cherokee dictionary on the Student Work Sheet to create a simple sentence.  Each student should practice writing and pronouncing this sentence while their partner listens and offers constructive criticism.

   4. Have student pairs swap papers containing their written Cherokee sentence and try to pronounce and translate the Cherokee words. When all pairs have deciphered their sentences, ask selected students to read their sentence aloud (in Cherokee) and then translate it.  The pair that originally wrote the sentence should comment about whether the sentence was translated and pronounced properly.

   5. [optional] If computers are available and internet connections are functional, ask students to go to the Cherokee Nation Official Website and click on the word “Dikaneisdi (WORD LIST)”.  Students should type in the English words they want to translate and copy down the Cherokee equivalent.  There is also an option in that mode to hear a pronunciation of the word in question.  Students should use this resource to construct a sentence in the Cherokee language and write it down on a piece of paper. 

SAMPLE CULMINATING ASSESSMENT:   

· Have students write down their two favorite Cherokee words and explain why they like them best.

· Discuss how the Cherokee written language, where each syllable has a specific symbol, differs from written English. What are some advantages of each system? 

SOUTH CAROLINA STUDIES


Unit 2; Day 1
THEME = FOLKLORE & FOLK ART IN THE UPSTATE           ENGLISH AND LANGUAGE ARTS

STUDENT  WORK  SHEET

LESSON TITLE: Introduction to the Cherokee Language

a.  Examine this portion of a story written in the Cherokee language and also read its translation.  Use the Cherokee Syllabary (a pronunciation guide to syllables) and try to speak some of the Cherokee words out loud.  Practice reading and speaking different Cherokee words until you are familiar with how to use the syllabary.

Sample of Cherokee Language

The Language Museum Website - <http://www.language-museum.com/> - authored by Zhang Hong

	

	TRANSLATION

A long time ago, before the white man came and when the people were all full Cherokees, they had power, because they weren't all mixed with whites like they are now. One time there was a sickness around and a lot of people were dying. They didn't know what to do. But they looked around and they could see beautiful mountains everywhere and beautiful birds flying, and in the water there were beautiful fish that were good to eat, but if you took them out of the water they could die. The people thought there must be something wrong, because they were dying and yet there were good things everywhere.


b.  Use the Cherokee-English dictionary below to construct a simple sentence in the Cherokee language.  (Don’t worry if verbs and subjects don’t agree in number.)  The Cherokee language is a language separate from the English alphabet.  For example, using the Roman alphabet to write the language, you would write we-sa to pronounce the Cherokee word for ‘cat.’  Using the Cherokee letters, you can write or type it in the Cherokee syllabary.  There is a special font available for computers that will type the Cherokee characters instead of English letters. 
A VERY SMALL CHEROKEE-ENGLISH DICTIONARY

portions excerpted from the Cherokee Nation Official Web Site <http://www.cherokee.org/> and from a subsidiary website <http://www.cherokee.org/home.aspx?section=culture&culture=dldisplay&ID=NJ1eYu1xTrA=>

	English
	Cherokee (Roman alphabet)
	Cherokee Syllabary

	Hello
	o-si-yo
	[image: image1.png]




	Hill
	ga-du-si
	[image: image2.png]




	Paper
	go-we-li
	[image: image3.png]




	Cat
	we-sa
	[image: image4.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cherokee.org/Extras/Downloads/syllabary/sa.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image5.png]




	Dog
	gi-tli
	[image: image6.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cherokee.org/images/Lexicon/tli.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image7.png]





	Rabbit
	tsi-s-du
	[image: image8.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cherokee.org/images/Lexicon/s.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image9.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cherokee.org/images/Lexicon/du.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image10.png]




	Rush
	gv-nv-I-s-di
	[image: image11.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cherokee.org/images/Lexicon/nv.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image12.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cherokee.org/images/Lexicon/i.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image13.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cherokee.org/images/Lexicon/s.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image14.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cherokee.org/images/Lexicon/di.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image15.png]




	Tree
	tlu-gv
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 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cherokee.org/images/Lexicon/gv.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image17.png]





	Hole
	a-ta-le-sv
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 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cherokee.org/images/Lexicon/ta.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image19.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cherokee.org/images/Lexicon/le.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image20.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cherokee.org/images/Lexicon/sv.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image21.png]




	Green
	i-tse-I-yu-s-di
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 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cherokee.org/images/Lexicon/tse.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image23.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cherokee.org/images/Lexicon/i.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image24.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cherokee.org/images/Lexicon/yu.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image25.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cherokee.org/images/Lexicon/s.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image26.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cherokee.org/images/Lexicon/di.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image27.png]




	River
	u-we-yv
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 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cherokee.org/images/Lexicon/we.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image29.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cherokee.org/images/Lexicon/yv.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image30.png]




	Hide
	a-di-s-ga-lo-di
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 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cherokee.org/images/Lexicon/di.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image32.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cherokee.org/images/Lexicon/s.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image33.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cherokee.org/images/Lexicon/ga.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image34.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cherokee.org/images/Lexicon/lo.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image35.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cherokee.org/images/Lexicon/di.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image36.png]




	Quickly
	nu-li-s-dv
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 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cherokee.org/images/Lexicon/li.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image38.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cherokee.org/images/Lexicon/s.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image39.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cherokee.org/images/Lexicon/dv.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image40.png]





	Big
	e-qua
	[image: image41.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cherokee.org/images/Lexicon/qua.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image42.png]




	Climb
	ga-le-gv
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 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cherokee.org/images/Lexicon/le.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image44.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cherokee.org/images/Lexicon/gv.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image45.png]




	Sleep
	ga-lv-di
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 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cherokee.org/images/Lexicon/lv.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image47.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cherokee.org/images/Lexicon/di.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image48.png]





	Up
	ga-lv-la-di-tlv
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 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cherokee.org/images/Lexicon/lv.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image50.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cherokee.org/images/Lexicon/la.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image51.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cherokee.org/images/Lexicon/di.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image52.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cherokee.org/images/Lexicon/tlv.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image53.png]




	Little
	u-s-di
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 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cherokee.org/images/Lexicon/s.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image55.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cherokee.org/images/Lexicon/di.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image56.png]




	Sees
	a-go-wa-ti
	[image: image57.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cherokee.org/images/Lexicon/go.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image58.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cherokee.org/images/Lexicon/wa.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image59.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cherokee.org/images/Lexicon/ti.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image60.png]





	How are you?
	do-hi-tsu
	[image: image61.png]






ENGLISH SENTENCE  _________________________________________________________


CHEROKEE SENTENCE  _______________________________________________________

c.  [optional] Go to Cherokee Nation Official Site Web page <http://www.cherokee.org/> and click on the word “Dikaneisdi (WORD LIST)” on the right side of the page.  Compose a very short, simple sentence in English.  Type the words of this sentence one at a time into the “Dikaneisdi” and write down the corresponding words using the Cherokee alphabet.  Listen to the proper pronunciation of each word by clicking on the voice button.


ENGLISH SENTENCE  _________________________________________________________


CHEROKEE SENTENCE  _______________________________________________________

SOUTH CAROLINA STUDIES


Unit 2; Day 1
THEME = FOLKLORE & FOLK ART IN THE UPSTATE           ENGLISH AND LANGUAGE ARTS

TEACHER  ANSWER  KEY

LESSON TITLE: Introduction to the Cherokee Language

1. Ask . . . what movies or TV shows . . . feature Native American characters. . . .  Ask . . . what language these actors speak on screen.  . . . ask what language they think Native Americans actually spoke . . . .  

   Examples will vary from class to class. A list of titles on the board or on an overhead may facilitate discussion.  The language generally spoken is probably English, although there will likely be some examples where this is not so.  Native languages varied tremendously, but the notable point is that the natives no doubt did not normally speak English among themselves.
2. Divide students into pairs and hand each a copy of the Cherokee Syllabary . . . and the Student Work Sheet.  Ask students to . . . practice pronouncing several of the words in the Cherokee version of the story.

   It isn’t really possible for students to read the story fluently in Cherokee at the first attempt, but working with the syllabary will allow students the chance to speak a selection of the words and practice their pronunciation.  You may want to offer extra credit to a student who will take part of this story and practice it until they can read out loud the words in the Cherokee language with correct pronunciation. 
3. Ask student pairs to use several of the words in the Cherokee dictionary . . . to create a simple sentence.  

   Various forms of the verbs and the articles are not in the dictionary due to the limitations of the syllabary on the Cherokee Nation Official Website and to space limitations here, but there should be enough words for students to construct some very simple sentences.  One example of a short sentence would be “Little Rabbit Sees Big Dog”:
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 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cherokee.org/images/Lexicon/s.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image63.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cherokee.org/images/Lexicon/di.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image64.png]
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 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cherokee.org/images/Lexicon/s.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image66.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cherokee.org/images/Lexicon/du.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image67.png]
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 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cherokee.org/images/Lexicon/go.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image69.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cherokee.org/images/Lexicon/wa.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image70.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cherokee.org/images/Lexicon/ti.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image71.png]
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 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cherokee.org/images/Lexicon/qua.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image73.png]
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 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cherokee.org/images/Lexicon/tli.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image75.png]



4.Have student pairs swap papers . . . and try to pronounce and translate the Cherokee words. . . . , ask selected students to read their sentence aloud (in Cherokee) and then translate it. . . . .

   This experience should be positive for all involved, and there should be ample opportunity to discuss word meanings and proper pronunciations.
5. [optional] . . .ask students to go to the . . . website and click on the word “Dikaneisdi (WORD LIST)”. . . .  Students should use this to construct a sentence in the Cherokee language and write it down . . . .

   An option also exists to type in the first 2 letters of a word.  In this case a list of words in the syllabary starting with those two letters will show up, allowing a student to browse.  This might be especially useful as a way to expand the number of words the students can use to construct sentences.
.

SAMPLE CULMINATING ASSESSMENT:   

· Have students write down their two favorite Cherokee words and explain why they like them best.

   Answers will vary among students.  Sound, meaning, or symbol shape might all be reasons students like certain words.
· Discuss how the Cherokee written language, where each syllable has a specific symbol, differs from written English. What are some advantages of each system? 

   There are various possible answers.  A combination of letters make up the syllables in English words, whereas in written Cherokee each syllable is represented by one symbol only.  In the Cherokee system words might be shorter and spelling easier to learn and more certain. In contrast, in the English system there are fewer letters (symbols), so writing, typing, and printing might be easier.
SOUTH CAROLINA STUDIES


Unit 2; Day 1
THEME = FOLKLORE & FOLK ART IN THE UPSTATE           ENGLISH AND LANGUAGE ARTS

ADDITIONAL BACKGROUND RESOURCES

LESSON TITLE: Introduction to the Cherokee Language

The Cherokee Alphabet and Pronunciation Guide (Syllabary)

<http://www.cherokee.org/Extras/Downloads/syllabary.html>
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a
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e
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i
	[image: image79.png]


o
	[image: image80.png]


u
	[image: image81.png]


v

	[image: image82.png]


ga
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ka
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ge
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go
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ha
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he
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The Cherokee Alphabet and Pronunciation Guide - continued

<http://www.cherokee.org/Extras/Downloads/syllabary.html>
	Sounds Represented by Vowels

	a, as a in father, or short as a in rival
	o, as o in note, approaching aw in law

	e, as a in hate, or short as e in met
	u, as oo in fool, or short as u in pull

	i, as i in pique, or short as i in pit
	v, as u in but, nasalized




Consonant Sounds

· h, k, l, m, n, q, s, t, w, and y as in English. 

· g nearly as in English, but approaching k. Syllables beginning with g except [image: image160.png]


(ga) can have the consonance of k. 

· [image: image161.png]


(do), [image: image162.png]


(du), and [image: image163.png]


(dv) are sometimes sounded to, tu, and tv. 

· Syllables starting with tl [except [image: image164.png]


(tla)] sometimes vary to dl. 
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