SOUTH CAROLINA STUDIES


Unit 2; Day 2
THEME = FOLKLORE & FOLK ART IN THE UPSTATE           ENGLISH AND LANGUAGE ARTS

LESSON TITLE: How Local Environments Influence Writing Style
OBJECTIVES: Students will be able to identify and show ways that local landscapes influence writing.
PRIMARY STANDARDS ADDRESSED: Language Arts 8th -  R1.2;  W2.2;  R1.14 
PRIOR SKILLS REQUIRED: ability to recognize environmental references in texts
TEACHER BACKGROUND INFO: SC MAPS Teaching Manual, pages 24 to 26 and 3-5 to 3-9  

LOGISTICS: 1 @ 50-minute class – reading, writing, seatwork – students work in pairs
MATERIALS:  15 @ booklets “Native Americans of Upstate South Carolina” (South Carolina Studies Supplement);  15 @ photocopies of ‘Catawba Tales’ (pages 3-6 to 3-8, SC MAPS Teaching Manual); 1 @ Table Rock Topographic Map (SC MAPS);1 @ Forty-Acre Rock Topographic Map (SC MAPS) 
PROCEDURES:

   1. Ask students to think about why people make up and tell stories.  Call on selected students (or ask for volunteers) to share a brief description of their favorite story they have ever heard and why they liked it.  Discuss how storytelling can communicate important characteristics of a culture.  Write the following quotation on the blackboard (or use overhead transparency):  “Nothing is allowed to die in a society of storytelling people.  It is all – the good and the bad – carted up and brought along from one generation to the next.  And everything that is brought along is colored and shaped by those who bring it.”  (Harry Crews, Catawba Texts, by Frank G. Speck.  New York: Columbia University Press, 1934).  Ask students whether they agree with this quote or not – and to explain their rationale.
   2. Tell students that Native American cultures in South Carolina relied on spoken communication much more than written communication (the development of the Cherokee alphabet is a fairly recent event).  Tell them they will be reading through samples of two traditions of stories, one from the Cherokee Nation, the other from the Catawba Nation.  Pair up students and instruct one of them to read the story “Cherokee Ghosts of Whiteside and Beyond” and one other Cherokee story in the Supplement.  Instruct the second student of the pair to read the story “Ye Iswa (People of the River)” and one other Catawba story from the SC MAPS photocopy handouts.  When students have finished reading silently, they should re-tell out loud (but quietly) the second story they read – in their own words – to their partner.  After both students have told their stories, the pair should discuss similarities and differences and write down on a piece of paper at least one similarity and one difference that they will share with the class.
   3. Begin a class discussion of Native American storytelling by calling on students (or asking for volunteers) to share their notes about the similarities and differences between Cherokee and Catawba stories.  Ask students if they noticed any references to landscape features or landscape characteristics in their reading.  Hold up copies of the Table Rock and Forty Acre Rock topographic maps and ask students if they notice any difference in the landscape of these two areas.  The Cherokee (Blue Ridge Mountains) inhabited land much like the Table Rock area and the Catawba (People of the River) lived on land very similar to Forty Acre Rock.  Ask students if they think they could identify the culture of the storyteller by analyzing landscape references in the story.  Ask for specific examples of expected references.
   4. Ask students to think about their favorite story again (the one they picked in Procedure #1) and re-write it in either the Cherokee or the Catawba style.  Be sure to use plenty of landscape references.
SAMPLE CULMINATING ASSESSMENT:    
   - Ask students to list 3 references they recall from either Cherokee or Catawba stories that locate stories in their geographical context (mountain vs. piedmont), or have them write 3 references that would do this.
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TEACHER  ANSWER  KEY
LESSON TITLE: How Local Environments Influence Writing Style
1.  Ask students to think about why people make up and tell stories.  Call on selected students (or ask for volunteers) to share a brief description of their favorite story they have ever heard and why they liked it.  
   Answers will vary.  There are no right or wrong reasons for why a student might like a particular story, but they should be able to describe their reasons in a logical fashion.  
     Discuss how storytelling can communicate important characteristics of a culture. 
   Some characteristics are obvious, such as a trend towards militarism or a belief in the sanctity of nature, or the importance placed on the accumulation of money.  Other characteristics are more subtle and will only be transmitted by looking at the connotations of the words used in the stories.  For example, a robber described in a story as “ragged” might be pitied by a society or even seen as a sort of hero. 
     . . . . Ask students whether they agree with this quotation or not – and to explain their rationale.

   Students may agree or disagree, but the premise is that oral cultures do indeed keep the past alive in their stories, and they also infuse their stories with the values of their society, whether these be honesty, prejudice, or whatever.
2. . . . .  After both students have told their stories, the pair should discuss similarities and differences and write down on a piece of paper at least one similarity and one difference they will share with the class.

   The similarities and differences may be of various sorts:  point of view, themes, types and numbers of characters, descriptions of landscape, role of nature, supernatural aspects, etc.  The goal is to have students think about the stories and their context, geographical and cultural, and to try to see how the stories reflect these contexts.

3.  . . . .  similarities and differences between Cherokee and Catawba stories.  Ask students if they noticed any references to landscape features or landscape characteristics in their reading. 
   References will vary, but there should be more references to mountains in the Cherokee stories and more to large rivers in those of the Catawba.   
     Hold up copies of . . . topographic maps and ask students if they notice any difference in the landscape .
   The Table Rock area is much more mountainous, and it is also more heavily forested, although the Forty Acre Rock area would have likely been equally forested in the past.  
     . . . .  identify the culture of the storyteller by analyzing landscape references in the story . . . . .  
   Probably they can, with some obvious references to mountains and large rivers being the most obvious differences.
4. . . . . re-write it in either the Cherokee or the Catawba style.  Be sure to use plenty of landscape references.  
   This activity will give students a chance to rewrite a favorite story, emphasizing the landscape features that set it in a particular location.  Some guidance should be given so that they do not exaggerate these references to the extent that they overwhelm the story.
SAMPLE CULMINATING ASSESSMENT:    
   - Ask students to list 3 references they recall from either Cherokee or Catawba stories that locate stories in their geographical context (mountain vs. piedmont), or have them write 3 references that would do this.  
   These references will most likely be either to mountains or to large rivers, although other references are certainly possible.  More specific references to different kinds of plants, for example, might distinguish the stories (rhododendron in the mountains, for example).  There may also be references to more cultural aspects, such as pottery, trade, etc.
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