SOUTH CAROLINA STUDIES


Unit 2; Day 1
THEME = FOLKLORE & FOLK ART IN THE UPSTATE                          SOCIAL STUDIES

LESSON TITLE: Who Lived in South Carolina before European Settlement?
OBJECTIVES: Students will be able to locate regions occupied by the Cherokee and Catawba Nations.
PRIMARY STANDARDS ADDRESSED: Social Studies 8th – 8-1.1 
PRIOR SKILLS REQUIRED: ability to read and interpret maps and map legends
TEACHER BACKGROUND INFO: SC MAPS Teaching Manual, pages 1-28,  Cherokee Indians in 
Upstate South Carolina Brochure (published by Southern Wesleyan University, 2003) 

LOGISTICS: 1 @ 50-minute class – large tables or other work area – students work in cooperative groups
MATERIALS:  6 @ Desktop South Carolina Base map; 6 @ Native American Cultures map (SE MAPS #3F);  6 @ photocopies of Figure 1-8 (page 1-12, SC MAPS Teaching Manual); 6 @ photocopies of Figure 3-1 (page 3-6, SC MAPS Teaching Manual); 6 @ Booklet “Native Americans of Upstate South Carolina” (South Carolina Studies Supplement); wet-erase pens; Cherokee Indian Pamphlets 
PROCEDURES:

   1. Divide students into cooperative groups and hand out materials.  Ask students to examine the Native American Cultures map, Figure 1-8 and Figure 3-1 to determine the general areas inhabited by the Cherokee and Catawba Nations.  Instruct groups to use this information to draw on the Desktop Base map, with a wet-erase pen, boundary lines showing the approximate territory each group occupied in South Carolina.  Tell students to label each region with the appropriate name and mark any zones of territorial overlap.  Ask several groups to display their map and comment on differences in boundaries.  Discuss with students the reasons that it was difficult for map makers to locate exact boundaries.
   2. Have groups locate each of the Indian towns listed in the chart in the booklet “Native Americans of Upstate South Carolina” and mark its location on the Desktop map with a wet-erase pen as closely as possible.  Use the booklet “Cherokee Indians in Upstate South Carolina” to help you locate towns in Pickens and Oconee Counties.  Ask students to write down some generalized statements about the physical landscape in which the Cherokee lived and compare and contrast this with the environment and physical landscape in which the Catawba lived. 
   3. Ask groups to review the list of Indian towns in the booklet and then examine the Desktop map to see if any names of modern towns, counties, or rivers have the same (or similar) names.  Each group should make a list of the Cherokee or Catawba words they find on the map.  Point out that many Native American words are preserved as names of local geographic features all across the state.   

   4. Ask students to read in the supplement booklet the remaining background information about the Cherokee and Catawba Nations.  Follow this reading with a class discussion on how the physical environments of the Cherokee and Catawba were alike and how they were different.  Draw a large Venn Diagram on the blackboard (or use overhead projector) to graphically organize student responses. 
SAMPLE CULMINATING ASSESSMENT:   
   - Give students a small outline map of the state of South Carolina and ask them to outline and label the general areas where the Cherokee lived and where the Catawba lived. 
   - Ask students to read the following description and decide whether the community being described is Cherokee or Catawba.  Students should explain their reasoning in a paragraph from 25 to 50 words. 

   
“The lookout climbed up a tall pine tree to check on the progress of the explorers.  As he looked out over the flat expanse of forest, he could see a large group of women in a large raft floating down the slow, winding river bordering the camp.  He could see that they had brought back a large quantity of fine clay they needed to produce new pottery.” 

SOUTH CAROLINA STUDIES


Unit 2; Day 1
THEME = FOLKLORE & FOLK ART IN THE UPSTATE                          SOCIAL STUDIES

TEACHER  ANSWER  KEY
LESSON TITLE: Who Lived in South Carolina before European Settlement?

1.  . . . .  Ask students to . . . determine the general areas inhabited by the Cherokee and Catawba Nations.  

    Exact placement of boundary lines may vary.  The two maps from the SC MAPS Manual show large differences in the area claimed by the Catawba.  If students question this, tell them to deal with the problem the best they can.  Conflicting primary documents are an ever-present concern in social studies when trying to reconstruct historical events. 
Tell students to label each region with the appropriate name and mark any zones of territorial overlap.  

    Answers may vary.  The Cherokee region should definitely be west of the Broad River.  The land area claimed by the Catawba is not clearly defined on any map of the time, so the real boundary is highly conjectural.  The majority of the Catawba population occupied land to the east and west of the Catawba (Wateree) River. 
Ask several groups to display their map and comment on differences in boundaries.  

    Answers may vary.  Students should recognize that their source information is somewhat contradictory and that they would need additional source information to help resolve the question. 
Discuss with students the reasons that it was difficult for map makers to locate exact boundaries.
    Point out that the map-makers of the time didn’t have GPS units or other modern surveying equipment.  Also, most Native American cultures didn’t usually post or mark territorial boundary lines the way the first European settlers did.  Land ownership and private property was not a concept familiar to either the Cherokee or the Catawba. 
2. Have groups locate each of the Indian towns listed in the chart in the booklet “Native Americans of Upstate South Carolina” and mark its location on the Desktop map with a wet-erase pen as closely as possible.  Use the booklet “Cherokee Indians in Upstate South Carolina” to help you locate towns in Pickens and Oconee Counties.  
    It is not necessary to be exact in the placement of these towns as long as the locations are reasonably accurate.  The map (in brochure) of Pickens and Oconee County shows exact locations of many of the town sites.
Ask students to write down some generalized statements about the physical landscape in which the Cherokee lived and compare and contrast this with the environment and physical landscape in which the Catawba lived.

    While specific landscape descriptions may vary, the main conclusion should be that the Cherokee primarily inhabited the mountains and the Catawba primarily inhabited the piedmont.  Elevation and slope are the two most significant factors that differ, but vegetation, soils, and amount of river floodplain available for farming use are also important. 
3. Ask groups to review the list of Indian towns in the booklet and then examine the Desktop map to see if 
any names of modern towns, counties, or rivers have the same (or similar) names.  Each group should make a list of the Cherokee or Catawba words they find on the map.  Point out that many Native American words are preserved as names of local geographic features all across the state.  

    Answers may vary depending on what part of the desktop map students concentrate on.  Some possible answers are


TOWNS



COUNTIES



RIVERS
Seneca (Oconee Co.) - Cherokee
Catawba (York Co.) – Catawba

Tamassee (Oconee Co.) - Cherokee
Oconee County - Cherokee

Cherokee County - Cherokee
Keowee R. (Oconee) - Cherokee
Catawba R. (Chester) - Catawba
Estatoe Cr. (Pickens) – Cherokee

4. Ask students to read in the supplement booklet the remaining background information about the Cherokee and Catawba Nations.  Follow this reading with a class discussion on how the physical environments of the Cherokee and Catawba were alike and how they were different.  Draw a large Venn Diagram on the blackboard (or use overhead projector) to graphically organize student responses.

    Answers may vary.  A sample Venn Diagram is shown below.   
SAMPLE CULMINATING ASSESSMENT:   

   - Give students a small outline map of the state of South Carolina and ask them to outline and label the general areas where the Cherokee lived and where the Catawba lived.
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Answers may vary considerably – especially regarding the area inhabited by the Cherokee.  Cherokee influence extended far into the piedmont region but the vast majority of their town sites were in the mountains or else very close to the mountains.  Catawba town sites were clustered around the Catawba River.  
   - Ask students to read the following description and decide whether the community being described is Cherokee or Catawba.  Students should explain their reasoning in a paragraph from 25 to 50 words. 

   
“The lookout climbed up a tall pine tree to check on the progress of the explorers.  As he looked out over the flat expanse of forest, he could see a large group of women in a large raft floating down the slow, winding river bordering the camp.  He could see that they had brought back a large quantity of fine clay they needed to produce new pottery.”
    
The best answer is ‘Catawba’.  The references to “flat expanse of forest” and “slow winding river” are much more likely to describe piedmont conditions than mountains.  Also, most mountain streams are too rocky to allow raft transportation for any distance.  Some Cherokee towns spread into the upper piedmont of South Carolina, but a mountainous terrain is much more representative of Cherokee culture.
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