SOUTH CAROLINA STUDIES


Unit 2; Day 3
THEME = FOLKLORE & FOLK ART IN THE UPSTATE                          SOCIAL STUDIES

LESSON TITLE: Transportation and Commerce in the Upstate
OBJECTIVES: Students will be able to explain reasons for the location of major transportation routes.
PRIMARY STANDARDS ADDRESSED: Social Studies 8th – 8-1.2;  8-7.1 
PRIOR SKILLS REQUIRED: ability to read and interpret legends on maps
TEACHER BACKGROUND INFO: SC MAPS Teaching Manual, pages 3-9 to 3-10; Native Americans


of Upstate South Carolina (South Carolina Studies Supplement)  

LOGISTICS: 1 @ 50-minute class – large tables or other work area – students work in cooperative groups
MATERIALS:  6 @ State Base Map with Highways (SC MAPS); photocopies of Figure 3-2 “Map of the Great Philadelphia Wagon Road (SC MAPS pg. 3-9); 6 @ Booklet “Native Americans of Upstate South Carolina” (South Carolina Studies Supplement); wet-erase pens; Student Work Sheet
PROCEDURES:

   1. Choose a principal street or highway that is near your school (not a side street) and ask students why they think that road is there.  Ask them how long they think that road has been there, when they think the road was first constructed, and why they think it was built.  Tell students that there is a story behind every highway and that today they will be investigating some of the oldest roads in the state.
   2. [optional] Assign one or more students to do library or internet research on your local street or highway and report the results back to the class.

   3.  Divide students into cooperative groups and hand out State Base Maps, Booklets, wet-erase pens, and the map of the Philadelphia Wagon Road.  Read aloud (or have a student volunteer read) the paragraph in the SC MAPS Manual (page 3-10) dealing with the Philadelphia Wagon Road.  Also point out to students the map of Indian Trails on the last page of the supplement booklet (page 16).  Instruct students to refer to this map and trace the location of each of the listed Native American paths onto the State Base Map as accurately as possible with a wet-erase pen.  Also have them trace, in a different color wet-erase pen, the approximate route of the Philadelphia Wagon Road from the handout.
   4. Have groups compare the routes of early roads with routes of today’s highways and railroads as shown on the base map.  Instruct students to fill out the chart on the Student Work Sheet.
   5. Lead a discussion over why (or why not) modern transportation routes follow early routes.  Note the physical features of the landscape that influenced the placement of these routes.  Discuss why Native Americans and early colonists would want to travel along these roads.  Emphasize the importance of trade and commerce to both groups.  Have students take a few minutes to fill out the remainder of the Student Work Sheet based on their previous knowledge.  With input from students, draw a flow chart on the blackboard (or use overhead projector) that indicates what products the colonists received from Native Americans and vice versa.  Identify advantages and disadvantages to each group of such inter-cultural contacts.  Discuss the meaning of “fair trade”. 

   6. [optional]  Have groups discuss what it would be like to be an early colonist traveling down the Philadelphia Wagon Road to South Carolina.  Consider questions such as “how fast will you travel”, “where will you get food and water”, “what other traveling supplies will you need”, “where will you spend the night”, “what are some things that could go wrong during your trip”. 
SAMPLE CULMINATING ASSESSMENT:   
   - On a unit test, ask students to explain why the Native Americans kept on trading with the European colonists if these trades were so often unequal or unfair to the Native Americans.  
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STUDENT  WORK  SHEET

LESSON TITLE: Transportation and Commerce in the Upstate
a.  Compare early transportation routes to modern transportation routes. 

[Trail Numbers are listed on map on page 16 of supplement booklet]
	TRAIL NUMBER
	MODERN HIGHWAY
	MODERN RAILROAD
	INTERSTATE HIGHWAY

	37
	
	
	

	38
	
	
	

	74
	
	
	

	76
	
	
	

	77
	
	
	

	78
	
	
	

	79
	
	
	

	80
	
	
	

	81
	
	
	

	82
	
	
	

	83
	
	
	

	94
	
	
	

	116
	
	
	

	117
	
	
	

	Phila Wagon Road
	
	
	


b.  What trade items do you think the Native Americans received from the European colonists?  
c.  What trade items do you think the European colonists received from the Native Americans?

d.  Which group do you think got the best deal?  Do you think these were “even” trades? 
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TEACHER  ANSWER  KEY
LESSON TITLE: Transportation and Commerce in the Upstate
1. Choose a principal street or highway that is near your school (not a side street) and ask students why they think that road is there. . . .
    Answers may vary depending on the particular street and the location of the town.  Most rural highways started out as trading routes or as pathways for farmers to get their crops to market in the nearest town.  Most city streets are laid out in blocks to accommodate residential or commercial development.
2. [optional] Assign one or more students to do library or internet research on your local street or highway. . .

    Answers may vary depending on the particular street and the location of the town. 
3.  . . . .  Instruct students to . . . trace the location of each of the listed Native American paths . . . .  Also have them trace, . . . the approximate route of the Philadelphia Wagon Road from the handout.

    Exact placement of paths  may vary because the trail system map lacks county boundary lines, major towns, or other features by which trail paths can be traced.  Even if those features were present, some of the routes listed here are pure conjecture.  Historians don’t really know exactly where they ran.  Tracing the Philadelphia Wagon Road (both Northern and Southern routes) is much easier because major, easily located towns are listed on the handout map.
4. Have groups compare the routes of early roads with routes of today’s highways and railroads . . . .

    Answers may vary.  Many modern routes do not exactly follow old trails, but are close approximations. Most trails are now matched with several modern highways.  The lack of detail on the trail map generates a lot of uncertainty in exactly which major state or US highways follow that route today.  Interstate highways should normally be within ten miles of at least a part of the original trail to be included in the list.  Many more highways could be listed; the chart below only lists major routes that follow the trail for a significant portion of the way.
a.  Compare early transportation routes to modern. . . . [Trail Numbers listed on page 16, supplement booklet]

	TRAIL NUMBER
	MODERN HIGHWAY
	MODERN RAILROAD
	INTERSTATE HIGHWAY

	37
	SC 11 and/or SC 183
	
	

	38
	SC 28
	Seabord Coast Line (SCL)
	

	74
	SC 28, SC 81, SC 24
	Seaboard Coast Line (SCL)
	

	76
	US 76
	Columbia, Newberry, & Laurens
	I-26 is close to part of the route

	77
	US 29
	Southern (SOU)
	I-85 is close to part of the route

	78
	US 176
	Southern (SOU)
	I-26 is close to part of the route

	79
	US 278 & SC 64
	Southern (SOU) & Seaboard (SCL)
	

	80
	US 1 & US 21
	Southern (SOU)
	I-20 & I-77 are close

	81
	US 378, US 178 & US 78
	Southern (SOU)
	I-26 at Charleston end of route

	82
	no info., follows river
	
	

	83
	US 17
	Seaboard Coast Line (SCL)
	I-95 at Savannah end of route

	94
	no info., follows river
	
	

	116
	US 521 & US 52
	Seaboard Coast Line (SCL)
	

	117
	US 17
	Seaboard Coast Line (SCL)
	

	Phil Wagon Rd (N)
	US 25, SC 121, US 21
	Southern (SOU) near Rock Hill
	

	Phil Wagon Rd (S)
	US 1, US 601, US 521
	Southern (SOU) & Seaboard (SCL)
	I-20 & I-77


5. Lead a discussion over why (or why not) modern transportation routes follow early routes.  

    The earliest Native American paths provided trade routes.  Trading posts, forts, towns, etc. sprang up along the route.  As more and more settlers poured into the backcountry of South Carolina, towns got larger and trade increased, meaning more traffic on the roads.  Occasionally, road builders would find better routes to get from one place to another, but mostly they just widened the original pathways and smoothed them out somewhat.  When railroads were built to connect the towns, they also tended to follow the old roads because that’s where the people were located.
Note the physical features of the landscape that influenced the placement of these routes.  

    Several landscape factors were important.  Road builders, and railroad builders, wanted to avoid bridges whenever possible, so they tended to stay on drainage divides as much as possible, especially when these areas were reasonably flat, like in the Coastal Plain.  Some roads followed rivers, but this approach required the placement of Ferry Boats every so often along the river so that travelers could cross.  They also needed to avoid wet, swampy areas. 
Discuss why Native Americans and early colonists would want to travel . . . .  Emphasize . . .trade . . . .  

    Answers may vary.  Unlike today, most long-distance travel in colonial times was business related.  Families generally stayed home and never traveled very far away from their home area if they could avoid it.  The European settlers were linked to the European monetary system and needed to trade with Native Americans in order to have something to sell to England in exchange for the finished textiles and manufactured goods for which Europe was famous.  Native Americans had for a long time been trading with other Indian nations and at first saw the Europeans as just another trading partner who had goods that the Native Americans needed. 
Have students . . . fill out the remainder of the Student Work Sheet based on their previous knowledge.
b.  What trade items do you think the Native Americans received from the European colonists?  

    Answers may vary.  Guns, ammunition, metal tools, cloth, and alcohol would be likely answers.
c.  What trade items do you think the European colonists received from the Native Americans?

    Answers may vary.  Fur, baskets, food, pottery, seeds, land, and deerskins would be likely answers.
d.  Which group do you think got the best deal?  Do you think these were “even” trades?
    Answers and opinions may vary.  The Europeans probably got the best deal.  The Cherokee did not know the value of their objects (and land especially) compared to the value of the Europeans’ objects in the European marketplace.  For the most part, the Europeans took advantage of the Native Americans whenever they could.  On the other hand, Native  Americans had no other way to obtain metal tools and weapons, and these items were extremely valuable to them. 

With input from students, draw a flow chart on the blackboard (or use overhead projector). . . .  

    Answers may vary.  From 
Identify advantages and disadvantages to each group of such inter-cultural contacts.  

    Answers may vary.  Contact with other cultures will often cause changes to the original culture, some good, some bad.  Native Americans gained metal tools and weapons, which changed their lifestyle greatly, but the introduction of alcohol and certain diseases by the Europeans caused great heartache and hardship down the line for these cultures. 
Discuss the meaning of “fair trade”. 

       Note ‘beauty is in the eye of the beholder’.  If both sides are satisfied with the deal, then the trade was probably ‘fair’. 
6. [optional]  Have groups discuss . . . traveling down the Philadelphia Wagon Road to South Carolina.  . . .“how fast will you travel”, “where will you get food and water”, “what other traveling supplies will you need”, “where will you spend the night”, “what are some things that could go wrong . . .”. 
       Answers may vary.  Library or internet resources can be researched to find the answers to these questions. 
SAMPLE CULMINATING ASSESSMENT:   

   - On a unit test, ask students to explain why the Native Americans kept on trading with the European colonists if these trades seem today to have been so often unequal or unfair to the Native Americans.

       A good quality sample answer would be: “Native Americans were not forced into trading with the Europeans, so they must have received some major benefit from the exchange.  The Europeans knew how to obtain deer skins, they just used the Native Americans as a cheap supplier of these goods.  On the other hand, Native Americans wanted the metal implements and fine cloth which they did not know how to make for themselves.  So each side got what they wanted.” 
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