SOUTH CAROLINA STUDIES

      Unit 5; Day 2
THEME = RESOURCES OF THE COASTAL PLAIN                ENGLISH AND LANGUAGE ARTS

LESSON TITLE: Research Upgrade for an Elementary Source Book.  [part 2 of 3 part lesson]
OBJECTIVES: Students will be able to use a variety of reference sources to answer research questions.
PRIMARY STANDARDS ADDRESSED: Language Arts 8th – RS2.1; RS2.2; RS2.3 
PRIOR SKILLS REQUIRED: ability to evaluate credibility of information source
TEACHER BACKGROUND INFO: Mining Association of S.C. website <http://www.scmines.com>; 

Mineral Information Institute website <http://www.mii.org/sidewalk.html>; Purdue University’s Online Writing Center for hints on guiding research <http://www.purdue.edu/owl/resource/559/01/>
LOGISTICS: 1 @ 50-minute class – research and note-taking by student pairs in media center/computer lab
MATERIALS:  access to reference resources in media center or through internet in computer lab
PROCEDURES:

   1. Ask student pairs to ensure they have their written research plan and their three research questions in hand before taking the class to the media center and/or computer center.  If necessary, briefly review the correct format for students to reference a source of information they consult during their research.  Tell students they will have the rest of the period to use media center/internet resources and if they need more time, they must complete their research as a homework assignment. Remind students that they must keep written documentation of where they found the answers to their three research questions.
   2. Assist student pairs that encounter problems accessing relevant reference sources.  
SAMPLE CULMINATING ASSESSMENT:   
Have students produce a written outline or plan of action to answer an additional question about some aspect of mining in the South Carolina Coastal Plain region that was not covered during their previous research.  For example, questions like:
“What is the difference between glass sand and regular sand?”  or   

“How does kaolin clay differ from brick clay?”    would be appropriate.
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TEACHER  ANSWER  KEY
LESSON TITLE: Research Upgrade for an Elementary Source Book.  [part 2 of 3 part lesson]
1. Ask student pairs to ensure they have their written research plan and their three research questions in hand before taking the class to the media center and/or computer center.  If necessary, briefly review the correct format for students to reference a source of information they consult during their research.  Tell students they will have the rest of the period to use media center/internet resources and if they need more time, they must complete their research as a homework assignment.  Remind students that they must keep written documentation of where they found the answers to their three research questions.

   Answers may vary.  If you are unsure about whether some students will bring their notes/documentation back to school the next day, you may wish to collect all papers at the end of the class period and return them the next day.
2. Assist student pairs that encounter problems accessing relevant reference sources.

   Some students will actually have difficulty pursuing the research, others will just need assistance staying on-task.  You should have gone over previously any behavioral standards or procedural rules for media center and/or computer use.
SAMPLE CULMINATING ASSESSMENT: 
Have students produce a written outline or plan of action to answer an additional question about some aspect of mining in the South Carolina Coastal Plain region that was not covered during their previous research.  For example, questions like:

“What is the difference between glass sand and regular sand?”  or   

“How does kaolin clay differ from brick clay?”  would be appropriate.
   Although a good first step for the student’s plans would be something like “I’d look it up in the library” or “I’d go online to find out,” because of their experience and practice doing research through these and other similar lessons, students should be able to provide more detail, suggesting some specific sources or categories of sources, whether books, journals, or websites.  

For example, for the question “What is the difference between glass sand and regular sand?”, a written plan might include the following items:


- do a ‘google’ search on the internet for each term; “glass sand” and “regular sand”

- consult the mining websites referenced in the UNIT 5 lessons of the South Carolina Studies program. 

- write letters to mining companies that work with both types of sand
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