SOUTH CAROLINA STUDIES


Unit 6; Day 2
THEME = PIRATES OF THE COASTAL ZONE                        ENGLISH AND LANGUAGE ARTS

LESSON TITLE: Pirate Biographies
OBJECTIVES: Students will be able to contrast biographical writing with other types of writing.
PRIMARY STANDARDS ADDRESSED: Language Arts 8th – R1.1;  R1.4;  R2.8 
PRIOR SKILLS REQUIRED: familiarity with biography format
TEACHER BACKGROUND INFO: Pirate Booklet (Pirates of the Southern Coast, Clunies & Roberts),

                                                                     pages 4-6; 8-9; 14; 15-17; 18-19
LOGISTICS: 1 @ 50-minute class – teacher-led discussion, reading, and seatwork– students work in pairs
MATERIALS:  Pirate Booklet (Pirates of the Southern Coast, Clunies & Roberts) 
PROCEDURES:

   1. Ask students what they think a ‘biography’ is and why such a type of writing exists.  Contrast biographies with related writing categories such as ‘historical fiction’.  Tell students that today they will be reading biographies of five famous pirates.  Ask students to write down, on a separate piece of paper, five things that they will want to find out about the pirate they will be assigned.
   2. Divide class into pairs (one group of three is OK if number of students not even).  Write the name of each pirate on the blackboard (or use overhead projector) along with the page number(s) of their biography.
Stede Bonnet
pg. 4-6


Charles Vane

pg. 14
Blackbeard

pg. 8-9


Black Sam Bellamy
pg. 15-17
Calico Jack Rackham & Anne Bonny & Mary Read

pg. 18-19
  
Either assign a pirate biography to each pair or let the pair choose which pirate they want to read about.  Both students in a pairing should be reading the same biography.  Hand out the pirate booklets.
   3. Before students begin to read, announce that the class will be using a reading strategy called “Say Something” [actually an ‘ELA Student Engagement Strategy’ called “Say Something” (from When Kids Can’t Read by Kylene Beers) in which students pause in their reading at predetermined times and “say something” to their partner about the reading].  Announce that at random intervals during their reading, you will give a special signal (pick a signal that fits your class situation [turn lights on and off, ring a bell, clap your hands, blow a whistle, etc.] - and be sure to tell the students what it will be).  When students receive that signal, they should stop reading immediately and “say something” to their partner about what they just read.  The sharing should be very quick (about 5 seconds for each student) and students should only talk to their partner.  Then students continue reading silently until the next ‘signal’.  Signals should be given about every 3-5 minutes.
   4. Following the reading time, ask for student volunteers (or call on students) to share one thing they wanted to find out about ‘their’ pirate, and tell whether or not their question was answered by the reading.  After a number of students have shared, start to generate a list of ‘common questions that biographies normally answer’ on the blackboard (or use overhead projector).  Point out that the biographies the class read were very short and that entire books have been written about some of these pirates.  Also point out that for some pirates, we just don’t know the answers to all the questions because these details were never written down by anyone.  When we speculate about these answers, we switch into the mode of ‘historical fiction’ instead of biography. 
SAMPLE CULMINATING ASSESSMENT:   
   - Ask students to write down three questions about a famous person that a biography usually answers. 
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TEACHER  ANSWER  KEY
LESSON TITLE: Pirate Biographies
1.  Ask students what they think a ‘biography’ is and why such a type of writing exists.  Contrast biographies with related writing categories such as ‘historical fiction’.  Tell students that today they will be reading biographies of five famous pirates.  Ask students to write down, on a separate piece of paper, five things that they will want to find out about the pirate they will be assigned.

    Answers may vary, but the primary motivating force for writing biographies is that we are curious about famous people and want to know about their personal history.  The main difference between biographies and historical fiction is that a biography is written from historical facts as revealed by primary source documents or other provable references.  Historical fiction is loosely based on events that really happened, but the story adds all kinds of information that is only conjecture and not provable through research.  The best historical fiction has the main characters  doing and saying things that are consistent with their biographies.
The five questions will vary from student to student, but may include questions like:


- When and where was this pirate born?


- What was family life like when the pirate was a child?


- How and when did the person decide to become a pirate?


- What was the name of the pirate’s boat?


- What was the pirate’s most famous exploit?


- When, where, and how did this pirate die?
4.  Following the reading time, . . . After a number of students have shared, start to generate a list of ‘common questions that biographies normally answer’ on the blackboard (or use overhead projector).  
    Answers may vary, but should include the following as a typical list:


- when was the person born

- where was the person born

- who were the person’s parents


- where did the person go to school
- what did the person do as a child

- did they have brothers/sisters


- how did the person become famous
- where did the person become famous
- why was this event important


- did the person marry

- did the person have any children

- did the person write any books


- when did the person die

- where did the person die


- how did the person die 
SAMPLE CULMINATING ASSESSMENT:   

   - Ask students to write down three questions about a famous person that a biography usually answers. 

Answers will vary, but may include:



- when was the person born


- where was the person born



- what kind of family did he have

- did the person do well in school



- how did the person become famous

- did the person marry



- who were the person’s closest friends
- did this person have any children



- how did this person die


- when did this person die
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