SOUTH CAROLINA STUDIES


Unit 6; Day 3
THEME = PIRATES OF THE COASTAL ZONE                        ENGLISH AND LANGUAGE ARTS
LESSON TITLE: A Pirate’s Life for Me
OBJECTIVES: Students will be able to communicate what life on a pirate ship was probably like.
PRIMARY STANDARDS ADDRESSED: Language Arts 8th – C2.5;  C2.6;  W1.3;  W3.3 
PRIOR SKILLS REQUIRED: ability to view and communicate reality through the eyes of another 
TEACHER BACKGROUND INFO: pirate booklet, Pirates of the Southern Coast, by Clunies & Roberts

websites with background information:  <http://www.jsward.com/shanty/index.shtml>







<http://www.rendance.org/shanty/index.php>
LOGISTICS: 1 @ 50-minute class – teacher-led discussion and seat work – students in cooperative groups
MATERIALS:  Student Work Sheet; website recordings of pirate songs and chantys (rated ‘PG’) [optional]
<http://cube.kv.k12.in.us/LSC/chanty.htm#blow>  a few well known songs

   note:  For the following two song sites, click on “download midi file” – at top of web page - to play tune.  To avoid annoying computer hassles, type in the website address separately – do not try to click on these links to directly access the tunes.
        <http://www.contemplator.com/sea/blowdown.html> -- blow the man down 1:28

        <http://www.contemplator.com/sea/fishes.html> -- The fish of the sea 3:36.  
PROCEDURES:

   1. Remind students that the biographies they have been reading (see Week 6 Day 2 procedures) not only tell about the life of a single person, but contain lots of other information about the larger society in which that individual lived.  Mention that another way to communicate information about social customs and traditions is through songs and ballads.  Sailors on all types of ships learned a variety of songs, including ballads and “Sea Shantys” or “Sea Chanteys” that were passed along from one crew to another.  Some of these songs made reference to specific pirates and their exploits.  Others fit into the category of “work songs” that the pirates would sing while carrying out their assigned duties on board ship.  Introduce the class to one or more “pirate songs” from the recommended internet recordings or from the Student Work Sheet.  Ask them to listen (or read) carefully and notice how the words and the music together convey a certain mood or emotion.  
   2. Divide the class into working groups and give the students their assignment – to imagine themselves on a pirate ship and to either create a new pirate song (describing their surroundings and exploits) or add new verses to an existing pirate song. Decide what kind of mood or emotion the new song (or verses) will represent, and choose your words carefully to produce this effect.  Be sure your words accurately reflect life on board a pirate ship.
   3. Have each group perform their song (or verses) in front of the rest of the class.  The group should at a minimum recite their verses together or preferably add music to perform the song in full.
   4. Ask students which method makes learning easier, singing about a famous person or reading a biography about them.  Discuss their answers.
SAMPLE CULMINATING ASSESSMENT:   
   - Sample test questions:


“What is the difference between a ballad and a sea shanty?”


“Why is it important for the words and the tune of a song to convey the same mood or feeling?”
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TEACHER  ANSWER  KEY
LESSON TITLE: A Pirate’s Life for Me
1.  . . . .Mention that another way to communicate information about social customs and traditions is through songs and ballads. . . .   

    A ballad is technically a simple, narrative poem of popular origin put to music in a series of short stanzas.  Such songs can be romantic, sentimental, scary, or funny; and often tell a story about a legendary character.  Sea Shantys (Chantys) were sailors’ songs that had a particular rhythm that matched the pace of work aboard ship.  Sailors (including pirates) generally liked music and sang while working.  Occasionally, musicians were taken on board ships, but most songs were sung without accompanying instruments. 
2.  . . . create a new pirate song . . . .  

    The song doesn’t have to be long.  The important thing is that it convey an impression of what life on board a pirate ship was actually like.  The song can be composed using any type of music (rap, country, rock, etc.) but the words and music should both match the mood the group is trying to create.
4. Ask students which method makes learning easier, singing about a famous person or reading a biography about them.  Discuss their answers. 

    Students could argue for either answer, but most will admit that actively singing (using music and words) a story sticks with the mind longer than just passively reading words in a book.  This is a good example of how hands-on learning activates connections in the brain that passive reading never can. 
SAMPLE CULMINATING ASSESSMENT:   

      - Sample test questions:


“What is the difference between a ballad and a sea shanty?”


A ballad tells a story, usually a romanticized story of events.  A sea shanty is a work song, in which the rhythm of the music is more important than the details of the story being told.

“Why is it important for the words and the tune of a song to convey the same mood or feeling?”


Songs are important methods of communicating cultural values and history.  If the tone of the music does not match the mood of the words, then mixed messages are sent and communicating anything becomes difficult.
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ADDITIONAL  BACKGROUND  RESOURCES
LESSON TITLE: A Pirate’s Life for Me
PIRATE SONGS
Pirate Shanty by Mark “Cap’n Slappy” Summers
Yo Ho, my friends I have a tale
of treasure, plunder, sea and sail
my story's bigger than a whale
it gets so deep, ye'll have to bail.
Chorus
I'm a pirate! That I be!
I sail me ship upon the sea!
I stay up late - till half past three!
And that's a peg below me knee!

I like to fish, I like to fight
I like to stay up half the night
When I say "starboard" ye go right!
Me ma, she says, "Ye look a fright!"

Chorus
I'm a pirate! That I be!
I sail me ship upon the sea!
I stay up late - till half past three!
And that's a peg below me knee!



I've got no hand but that's me hook!
I pillage stuff but I'm no crook.
Me booty's in this chest I took.
They'll write about me in a book!

Chorus
I'm a pirate! That I be!
I sail me ship upon the sea!
I stay up late - till half past three!
And that's a peg below me knee!

And that's all there is to this song. 
I hope it hasn't been too long.
A pirate's life might just be wrong
So grow up nice and big and strong!

Chorus
I'm a pirate! That I be!
I sail me ship upon the sea!
I stay up late - till half past three!
And that's a peg below me knee!

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 
The Legend of Johnny Rumblood

Every sailor knows the legend of Johnny Rumblood

Few who’ve met him have lived to tell the tale

When the lookout spied his flag on the horizon

Each man bowed his head and prayed unto the lord

(Chorus)

Oh…oh, here comes Johnny Rumblood    X2

Johnny ruled the sea through many a generation

He took the lives of a thousand mothers’ sons

His band of pirates were the scourge of the ocean

Till that fateful day back in ‘29

(Chorus)
Oh…oh, here comes Johnny Rumblood    X2

The shroud of fog hadn’t lifted for a fortnight

The sea was still ne’er a sound was heard

Every manjack dreamed of seein’ dry land

Suddenly an albatross was heard

(Chorus)

Oh…oh, here comes Johnny Rumblood    X2
The fog cleared and Johnny was surrounded

Looked like he’d finally drew a losing hand

Cannons fired from every direction

Johnny swore ”I’ll die a fightin’ man!”

(Chorus)

Oh…Oh, here comes Johnny Rumblood   X4
Pirate Mel

A man o war from the gloom—shot her iron straight

It blasted through our deck—and through the bosun’s mate

Cannons boomed, splinters flew—there was fire in the ocean

The air was choked with foul black smoke—salt spray and commotion

(Chorus):  Yo Ho Ho Pirate Mel; Forever at the ready; Yo Ho Ho Pirate Mel;Always sure and steady

Through the night we fought till light –turned each other to wrecks

You could see brain blood and guts—running down the decks

In time we broke her back—but our hull she found

We had time to watch her sink—and hear her swabbies drown.

(Chorus):  Yo Ho Ho Pirate Mel; Forever at the ready; Yo Ho Ho Pirate Mel;Always sure and steady
Adrift on a smoldering heap—taking on the sea

Heading towards a briny end—drunk and singing shanties

Pirate Mel sing us home—to our watery grave

We fought our fight for wrong or right—died pirate, proud and brave

(Chorus):  Yo Ho Ho Pirate Mel; Forever at the ready; Yo Ho Ho Pirate Mel;Always sure and steady
-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

Yo ho! Yo ho! A pirate’s life 

Yo ho! Yo ho! A pirate’s life for me

We pillage, we plunder we rifle we loot

Drink up me hearties—yo ho!

We kidnap we ravage—and don’t give a hoot!

Drink up me hearties—yo ho!

Yo ho! Yo ho! A pirate’s life for me

We extort, we pilfer, we filch and sack

Drink up me hearties—yo ho!

Maraude and embezzle and even hijack

Drink up me hearties—yo ho!

Yo ho! Yo ho! A pirate’s life for me

We kindle with charm, enflame and ignite

Drink up me hearties—yo ho!

We burn up the city—we’re really a fright

Drink up me hearties—yo ho!


Yo ho! Yo ho! A pirate’s life for me 
We’re rascals, scoundrels, villains, and knaves

Drink up me hearties—yo ho!

We’re devils and black sheep—really bad eggs

Drink up me hearties—yo ho!

Yo ho! Yo ho! A pirate’s life for me

We’re beggers and flaggers and ne’er-do-well cads

Drink up me hearties—yo ho!

Aye, but we’re loved by our mommies and dads

Drink up me hearties—yo ho!
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