SOUTH CAROLINA STUDIES


Unit 6; Day 5
THEME = PIRATES OF THE COASTAL ZONE                        ENGLISH AND LANGUAGE ARTS
LESSON TITLE: Finding Buried Treasure
OBJECTIVES: Students will be able to decipher coded messages to locate place where treasure is buried.
PRIMARY STANDARDS ADDRESSED: Language Arts 8th – C3.11 
PRIOR SKILLS REQUIRED: ability to interpret coded messages
TEACHER BACKGROUND INFO: [optional] Planters, Pirates, and Patriots (chapter 4) by Rod Gragg 

 
(Rutledge Hill Press, Nashville TN);  [optional]Pirate Information website:
              <http://www.piratesinfo.com/detail/detail.php?PHPSESSID=64c0592b77f4e306b568a444fa422c60>
LOGISTICS: 1 @ 50-minute class – teacher-led discussion and seat work – students in cooperative groups
MATERIALS:  6 @ North Inlet Topographic Map (SC MAPS Portfolio); ‘wet-erase’ pens; rulers; crossword puzzle handouts (Student Work Sheet) 
PROCEDURES:

   1. Divide class into six cooperative learning groups (the same groups from the previous lesson) and provide copies of the North Inlet Topographic map and other materials to each group.  Hand each group one of the “sketch maps / coded instructions” sheets that was prepared by a different group during the previous lesson.  Tell groups to decipher the instructions carefully, follow the directions, and then mark, with the ‘wet-erase’ pen, the exact location on the map where they think the treasure is buried.
   2. Have each group (or pick one or two groups) explain to the class how they interpreted the treasure map and instructions and show on the North Inlet map where they think the treasure is located.  Ask the group that designed the map to comment on whether or not the location was correct and how well the code was followed.
   3. [optional] Hand out copies of the “Pirate Crossword Puzzle” and ask students to review pirate vocabulary as they work the puzzle.  Remind students to refer to their vocabulary list of pirate terms that they created during the first pirate lesson (Week6Day1). 

   4. [optional] Hand out copies of the article “Pirates Ahoy” on the Student Work Sheet.  This article deals with modern day piracy and is taken from the “pirate information website” [this article is also provided with the Social Studies lesson ‘Week6Day5’].  Articles on this website are written by amateurs and have many grammatical/spelling mistakes.  Ask students to review an article and correct all of the errors in language usage.  Also ask them to note which words from their pirate vocabulary list show up in this article describing modern piracy. 
   5. [optional] Photocopy segments of Chapter 4 in the book Planters, Pirates, and Patriots by Rod Gragg.  Have students read this article as a summary review of the pirate theme that they have been studying.  
SAMPLE CULMINATING ASSESSMENT:   
   - Ask students to name two words associated with pirates of the 1700s that are still in common use today and explain the context in which each of those words might be used.  Write a complex sentence referring to a modern experience that uses both of these words. 
SOUTH CAROLINA STUDIES


Unit 6; Day 5
THEME = PIRATES OF THE COASTAL ZONE                        ENGLISH AND LANGUAGE ARTS
STUDENT  WORK  SHEET – part 1
LESSON TITLE: Finding Buried Treasure
PIRATE CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Hint - use your “pirate vocabulary list” that you created as part of the first lesson on pirates. 
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	ACROSS

	2
	 

	Pirate's favorite drink 


	5
	 

	A type of pirate sword 


	8
	 

	Back 


	10
	 

	Right 


	13
	 

	Friend or shipmate 


	14
	 

	Pirate's term for girls


	16
	 

	Front 


	17
	 

	Useless person 


	18
	 

	The bottom of the sea 



	
	 
	DOWN
1
 

Treasure 

3
 

Another word for friend or shipmate 

4
 

Exclamation of surprise 

6
 

Quickly 

7
 

Left 

8
 

A bad or dishonest person 

9
 

Stop 

11
 

Hello 

12
 

Large cup for grog 

14
 

Land lover; non-seafaring folk 

15
 

Yes 




SOUTH CAROLINA STUDIES


Unit 6; Day 5
THEME = PIRATES OF THE COASTAL ZONE                        ENGLISH AND LANGUAGE ARTS
STUDENT  WORK  SHEET – part 2
LESSON TITLE: Finding Buried Treasure
WEBSITE ARTICLE ON MODERN PIRACY
This article was written by a person who is not a professional writer.  Although the author did a good job of researching the topic, they made several mistakes in grammar, spelling and English usage.  Assume you are the editor for a shipping magazine.  Before you can print this article, you must read through it carefully and identify and correct each error by circling it and then writing the correction nearby in the margin. 

Title: Pirates Ahoy (excerpts)
Author: Ieuan Dolby


Monday, October 4, 2004
<http://www.piratesinfo.com/detail/detail.php?article_id=94&PHPSESSID=64c0592b77f4e306b568a444fa422c60>

Those guys that go "ooh ar" and run around swinging cutlasses from behind a guy with a wooden leg and a parrot on his shoulder and a hook for a hand? No, dispel that image immediately as they are not that sort of cutthroat at all. Pirates are around and with us here today and as with all things in life they have modernized their methods, disposed of the parrots and hooks for hands and the Pirates Union strictly states that those with wooden legs can not become members. 

The modern day pirate could be a group of desperate ex-fisherman carrying machetes and the odd pistol or two, coming onboard to steal whatever they can get there hands on: the odd mooring rope, a can of paint or two and if they are lucky the gold watch that the Bosun wears. Or they could be a highly organized bunch of professionals armed to the teeth with machine guns, wearing camouflage and prepared to kill at the drop of a hat. These latter groups are not after the odd can of paint, they maybe after the cargo that the ship carries in its holds or tanks and even after the ship itself. 

The pirates can come aboard the vessel in a variety of ways. The favorite for the poorer pirates is whilst the ship is in port, sneaking up the gangway, clambering up the sides of the ship from small bumboats or shinning up mooring ropes at the bow or stern. These pirates are out for what they can get that has not been tied down or locked away, opportunists and desperate. They will typically be armed with knives and although not looking to fight they will attack if they think that they are under threat and cannot escape. The richer pirate will be well organized and it is often thought has inside information as to what cargo is on the ship and what the ships name is before it appears over the horizon. These richer pirates tend to go for ships that are at anchor or even those underway and these pirates are prepared to kill without a blink of the eye. They may come onboard simply by pulling alongside in bumboats or fast speed boat and clambering aboard by whatever means. Or they may employ tricks to get under the guard of the crew of the ship. For example the pirates may pretend to be in distress and thus call for help from the passing ship, they may pretend to be refugees escaping from some terror rule or they may simply pretend to have broken down and thus require help. In each situation the Captain has to make a decision as to the urgency of the supposed distress and if he gets it wrong he finds that he has a heavily armed bunch of cutthroats onboard his vessel with all the guns pointing at him. 

But Captains and companies are becoming hardened to the possibility of Pirate attacks. Unsafe areas are known and clearly marked on charts. Captains no longer carry cash onboard the ship for wages or stores. Pirate precautions are taken whenever the ship passes through known pirate areas and vessels do not anchor in weird and dark places nor do they slow steam when in dangerous pirate country. 

Typically when passing through such an area massive security precautions are taken by the crew of the vessel. All doors are tied down from the inside thus allowing only one exit to be used by all personnel. This door is usually on the bridge where adequate bodies are available to secure it should unwanted persons get onboard at main deck level. Search lights are deployed to check the water around the vessel for foreign objects. Fire hoses are rigged and often charged to fight off and prevent anyone from clambering up the sides. A double watch is kept on the bridge with extra personnel doing overtime to keep a good lookout in all directions. And of course the vessels speed is pushed up to maximum to make it as hard as possible to come alongside or to clamber onto from a smaller boat. 

There are other possibilities to repel boarders like the new system that has been produced by an innovative electronics company in the UK, a collapsible fence that is fitted round the bulwarks of a vessel to repel boarders. Able to operate in all weather conditions this fence is raised when underway and should anybody attempt to clamber onboard they will receive a painful but not deadly shock of 9000volts. The advert and the equipment does sound good but a few things may prohibit its functionality and its ultimate use on all vessels. Price will be one thing as it will most likely cost a fortune to buy and to fit. 

If the pirates come onboard simply as opportunists then a couple of mooring ropes, a few planks of wood and a tin of blue paint is deemed a good prize. The pirates simply want to come onboard when the ship is asleep, take what they can get and then to vanish as quietly as they came. In this type of situation it is far safer to have had everything locked away and then to lock yourself away. The cost of the stolen items is negligible and little harm is done. But should the serious pirates gain access to the vessel then trouble is on the horizon. The worst trouble can be from confronting these heavily armed and dangerous people and doing this can result in a death or two amongst the crew members. Should these pirates gain access and control to the vessel then do not confront them, do what they want submissively and keep your mouth shut. Many a Captain or crew member has been shot or seriously wounded whilst trying to preserve or maintain control. If the pirates are after the vessel and its cargo then the crew are often tied up and placed into the small boat that the pirates came in. These are serious people and not to be taken lightheartedly. The pirates are often after valuable cargoes like Palm Oil or Gas Oil, that can easily be transferred to other vessels or to a shore facility and sold onwards without possibility of it being traced or backtracked. The vessel itself can then be sold onwards to other parties, repainted and renamed and appearing half way across the world with no trace as to how it got there. Or they can simply scupper the vessel, removing what they want as scrap and then sinking the boat deep into the ocean thus leaving no trace behind. 

Some reports have been received that vessels taken over in this manner have then proceeded to continue trading, picking up a cargo in another port and then vanishing once again before interested parties wake up to the scam. 

So where are the Pirates? Reported incidents for 2002 are as follows: 
Indonesia: 103

Ecuador: 12

Guyana: 12

Vietnam: 12

Nigeria: 14 Malaysia: 14

Malacca Straits: 16
India: 18
Bangladesh: 32 
                    Gulf of Aden/Red Sea: 11

It can be seen that Indonesia is the worst of the lot, but as a whole The Malacca Straits is the place to be wary of as on one side is Indonesia and on the other is Malaysia so if its going to happen to your ship it may well be as you steam through. 

It is also of noteworthy interest to say that the number of incidents recorded is on the rise. 106 cases of piracy have been recorded in 1992. By 2002 there were 370 reported incidents and this is through yearly increases. The statistics go on to say that: the majority of ships have been boarded whilst at anchor, 10 crew members were killed by pirates in 2001 and 97 serious injuries and there where twenty five hijackings (or attempted ones) in 2002. The professionalism and desperation of these elements is growing as the records show.  

With this large increase in pirate attacks and with the increased security concerns around the world what is being done about these attacks, if anything, and are there any measures in place to curb or monitor these attacks? Yes, is the answer but the scope and scale of the problem is so large that little can be done to catch the culprits in action and anyway, who is responsible for the financial aspect of such a project. 

Malaysia, Singapore and Indonesia conduct patrols of their waters at ever frequent intervals. But the area involved and the hundreds of small Islands and possible hideaways prevents a full scale watch from being conducted. Ships make patrols but the chance of catching a pirate in action is minimal. The other means to catching a pirate in action is to have a fast reaction squad at hand. This requires a central monitoring facility and for any ship under attack to be able to report immediately and silently so that the pirates are unawares as to the call having been made. But again the area is so large and the possibilities so great that the chances of getting help to the stricken vessel in time is minimal and so far this course of response has made no inroads to the problem. 

The main Piracy Reporting center is based in Kuala Lumpur in Malaysia and is run by the International Maritime Board and the International Chamber of Commerce. The center coordinates and controls reporting and statistics on acts of piracy from all over the world and sends out via satellite a daily digest of recent attacks and areas to be wary of. The service is free of charge to all ship-owners regardless of class, flag or ownership. Armed with reported information the IMB in conjunction with the International Transport Federation will investigate and present to the Governments concerned any information or deductions that they have gleamed from individual incidents. These governments can then go after or coordinate action against the criminal elements if evidence is sufficient. But again the areas involved are so large that the possibilities of catching these criminals is very small. 

The best means to combat modern day piracy on the high seas is to follow the few basic rules stated previously. To not anchor in unsafe places, to maintain a careful watch when underway and at anchor, to report any occurrences or incidents immediately, to batten and secure the vessel down at all times, to maintain full speed when passing through these area and to have adequate security precautions in place like charged fire hoses at the ready to repel boarders. And if Pirates should get onboard to be calm and to give them whatever they want. There is no point in being a dead hero! 

SOUTH CAROLINA STUDIES


Unit 6; Day 5
THEME = PIRATES OF THE COASTAL ZONE                        ENGLISH AND LANGUAGE ARTS
TEACHER  ANSWER  KEY
LESSON TITLE: Finding Buried Treasure
   1. Divide class into six cooperative learning groups . . . . mark, with the ‘wet-erase’ pen, the exact location on the map where they think the treasure is buried.

   Answers will vary depending on where the writing group planned for the treasure to be buried.  When you hand out the various treasure maps, be sure to keep copies for yourself because you will need these if you use the recommended Culminating Assessment activity for Week6Day4.
   2. Have . . . . Ask the group that designed the map to comment on whether or not the location was correct and how well the code was followed.

   Answers will vary.  The group that created the treasure map / directions sheet may have to explain their code and how to use it on the North Inlet map.  
   3. [optional] 
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   4. [optional] Ask students to review an article and correct all of the errors in language usage.  Also ask them to note which words from their pirate vocabulary list show up in this article describing modern piracy.
   In the article, there are numerous sentences that do not have the correct comma use when two complete sentences are joined by "and" or "but".  Also, note the following errors:

*the use of maybe should be may be in the sentence "These latter groups are not after the odd can of paint, they maybe after the cargo that the ship carries in its holds or tanks and even after the ship itself."

*The use of ships should be ship's in the sentence "The richer pirate will be well organized and it is often thought has inside information as to what cargo is on the ship and what the ships name is before it appears over the horizon."

*The word boat should be boats in "They may come onboard simply by pulling alongside in bumboats or fast speed boat and clambering aboard by whatever means. "

*This sentence is a run-on with numerous grammatical errors: "Or they may employ tricks to get under the guard of the crew of the ship. For example the pirates may pretend to be in distress and thus call for help from the passing ship, they may pretend to be refugees escaping from some terror rule or they may simply pretend to have broken down and thus require help. "

*The use of does should be do in "The advert and the equipment does sound good but a few things may prohibit its functionality and its ultimate use on all vessels. "

*Run on sentence and incorrect punctuation at the end in the sentence "Yes, is the answer but the scope and scale of the problem is so large that little can be done to catch the culprits in action and anyway, who is responsible for the financial aspect of such a project. "

*Subject/verb disagreement (along with starting with a preposition) in "But the area involved and the hundreds of small Islands and possible hideaways prevents a full scale watch from being conducted. " and "But again the areas involved are so large that the possibilities of catching these criminals is very small. "

*Incomplete sentence (no subject) in "To not anchor in unsafe places, to maintain a careful watch when underway and at anchor, to report any occurrences or incidents immediately, to batten and secure the vessel down at all times, to maintain full speed when passing through these area and to have adequate security precautions in place like charged fire hoses at the ready to repel boarders. " and in "And if Pirates should get onboard to be calm and to give them whatever they want. "

   5. [optional] Photocopy segments of Chapter 4 in the book Planters, Pirates, and Patriots by Rod Gragg.  Have students read this article as a summary review of the pirate theme that they have been studying.  
   This chapter summarizes the history of piracy off the coast of South Carolina, and gives brief descriptions of several pirates including a special emphasis on the exploits of Blackbeard.
SAMPLE CULMINATING ASSESSMENT:   

   - Ask students to name two words associated with pirates of the 1700s that are still in common use today and explain the context in which each of those words might be used.  Write a complex sentence referring to a modern experience that uses both of these words. 
    Answers may vary.  One example might be:


Two words = “lubber” and “starboard”

 “lubber” is a common term for anyone sailing on a boat who is not used to being on the water
“starboard” is still used by boat operators to denote the right-hand side of the ship
A simple sentence might read:  “The lubber lost his footing when the wave hit and fell off the starboard side of the boat” 

copyright: Clemson University, 2005                                                                               Unit 6; Day 5; draft 8/05

