SOUTH CAROLINA STUDIES


Unit 6; Day 3
THEME = PIRATES OF THE COASTAL ZONE                                        SOCIAL STUDIES
LESSON TITLE: A Pirate’s Life 
OBJECTIVES: Students will be able to explain customs and codes of conduct on board a pirate ship
PRIMARY STANDARDS ADDRESSED: Social Studies 8th – 8.2.3;  8.6.5; 8.9.3;  8.10.1
PRIOR SKILLS REQUIRED: knowledge of basic concepts of social structure 
TEACHER BACKGROUND INFO: Pirates of the Southern Coast (Clunies & Roberts), pg 2,7,12,13,21  

LOGISTICS: 1 @ 50-minute class – teacher-led discussion and seat work – students in cooperative groups
MATERIALS:  Pirate Booklet (Pirates of the Southern Coast by Clunies & Roberts); access to website <http://www.nationalgeographic.com/features/97/pirates> [optional] 
PROCEDURES:

   1. Select a few student questions (see Day 1; Procedure #5) that deal with life on board a pirate ship and read (or have students read) these questions aloud to the class while you write them on the blackboard (or use overhead projector).  If none of the students’ questions apply, or if there are too few questions, feel free to add other questions on your own.  Ideally, the list should be between five and ten items long.  When all questions have been read, ask if students have any other questions they’d like to have answered about life on board a pirate ship.  Add these new questions to the list. 

   2. Divide class into 6 groups.  Assign readings by the following schedule:


Group 1 and Group 4 = page 2 (“The Jolly Roger”) and page 7 (“Why Be a Pirate”) in Pirate Booklet



Group 2 and Group 5 = page 12 (“Pirate Truths and Trivia”) in Pirate Booklet



Group 3 and Group 6 = page 13 (“Honor Among Thieves”) and page 21 (“Pirate Rules”) in Booklet


Tell each group they are to read their assigned page(s) and discuss the reading within their group.  A “reporter” should be elected or assigned to report back to the entire class on what the group found out.  Students should try to make connections between their reading and the list generated in Procedure #1.

   3. [optional]  Have groups of students explore the National Geographic Pirate Website <http://www.nationalgeographic.com/features/97/pirates> and discuss information on pirate life. 

   4. Ask each group reporter to give a short summary (1 minute or less) about what the group read.  Then lead a class discussion based on the list generated in Procedure #1.  Read a question from the list, then ask groups to volunteer answers based on their reading (or call on students if nobody volunteers).  If none of the reading assignments addresses a particular question, ask students to speculate about the answer based upon all the information they have learned about pirates so far this week.
   5. Pose the question, “How democratic was the political and social structure on board a pirate ship?”  Compare that structure with the political and social structure that existed for colonial citizens engaged in legal commerce.  Make a chart on the blackboard (or use overhead projector) to list “similarities” and “differences” between the two economic systems.
   6. Ask students why they think piracy on the high seas died out in North America by the late 1700s. 

SAMPLE CULMINATING ASSESSMENT:   
   - Possible test questions:


“How did pirates exemplify the economic principles of capitalism, free enterprise, and competition?” 
   
“How did the economic law of supply and demand influence pirate activities?”

“How and why did governments (local, colonial, state, and national) respond to the pirate threat?”
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Unit 6; Day 3
THEME = PIRATES OF THE COASTAL ZONE                                        SOCIAL STUDIES
TEACHER  ANSWER  KEY
LESSON TITLE: A Pirate’s Life
1.  Select a few student questions (see Day 1; Procedure #5) that deal with life on board a pirate ship . . . . 

    Answers may vary.  Some examples of questions that may be raised include:


- what did pirates eat?


- what did pirates drink?


- what did pirates wear?


- did pirates ever get seasick?


- what did pirates do in between raids?

- how many pirates were on an average pirate ship?


- how much money did pirates make?

- what happened if a pirate got sick?  were there any doctors? 
4. Ask each group reporter to give a short summary (1 minute or less) about what the group read. . . . .

    Different groups will be reporting on different aspects of life on board a pirate ship.  Be sure you have read the selections in the Pirate Booklet yourself so you can evaluate the accuracy of the student comments
    If none of the reading assignments addresses a particular question, ask students to speculate . . . .

    For example, none of the assigned reading selections addresses what pirates ate and drank.  It is safe to assume that, like most sailors, pirates ate a lot of fish and other seafood.  They often traded their booty on the black market for food staples like flour and sugar.  Their diet was probably severely lacking in vegetables and fruit (hence the prevalence of scurvy – a vitamin C deficiency disease)..   
5. Pose the question, “How democratic was the political and social structure on board a pirate ship?”  

    Compared with the life of the average sailor on a merchant ship, pirate ships were much more democratic in nature.  Note particularly, the description on page 13 of the Pirate Booklet (Honor Among Thieves) and the “List of Pirate Rules” on page 21.  A comparison chart might look something like the following:



COLONIAL SEAMAN (legal merchant ship)

COLONIAL SEAMAN (pirate ship)



- treated poorly




- treated well


- worked for captain



- elected the captain democratically



- very low pay




- equal share of all booty



- no say in how ship was run


- shared decision-making



- knew where ship was going


- had to look for ships to plunder



- armed conflict not expected


- ferocious battles a constant danger
6. Ask students why they think piracy on the high seas died out in North America by the late 1700s. 

    By the time the new United States government was established, it was obvious that a strong military, including a Navy, would be a necessity.  As national law enforcement agencies became stronger, and colonial governors were replaced by strong state governments, the pirates retreated from North America and eventually died out altogether.
SAMPLE CULMINATING ASSESSMENT:   

      - Possible test questions:


“How did pirates exemplify the economic principles of capitalism, free enterprise, and competition?”

    They accumulated property, earned their own money [illegally] and sold goods on the black market for a profit.
   
“How did the economic law of supply and demand influence pirate activities?”

    The colonists required goods from Europe.  Pirates provided goods tax free and cheaper than legal merchants.

“How and why did governments (local, colonial, state, and national) respond to the pirate threat?”

    Some colonial governments actually encouraged pirates; European states (who lost money) saw piracy as a threat.

  
Colonial governments did little to stop pirates; European states waged an all out war against them.
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